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A B O U T  T H E  E X H I B I T I O N

These are pictures that ask to be approached. A cut-glass vessel holds its

light against a wall of drawn flowers, everything drained toward gray.

The back of a head turns away, softening at the edges where paint gives

up its description.

DeGiulio and Girson work close to silence — grays that carry color inside

them, marks that hold and then release. Their surfaces are arrived at

rather than negotiated, and they keep the directness of that arrival.

Small, unhurried, complete in themselves.

What the two bodies of work share is a proposition about attention: that

looking, given time, is its own reward. These paintings return what a

viewer brings, and they wait patiently to be brought something.
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A  S T A T E M E N T ,  I N  T W O  V O I C E S

The paintings in this show are not large or complex. They are not heroic. They have

neither bravado nor pomp. They are not remote.

They are immediate and respectful, like a handshake. They call quietly – almost

soundless and vibrating – and give patiently. They are generous.

Not speech the wind takes out of our mouths and throws at the curb

with the trash the bus kicks up but a fish mouth opening and closing.

They are not bothered by market trends and artworld politics. They are neither

modernist nor postmodernist nor antimodernist. They are neither progressive nor

conservative nor neutral.

They are self-contained and invite close inspection. They are aspirational and

everything aspirational is always just beginning anew. Declaring them humble would

be oxymoronic.

We have to be in time as liquid, it doesn’t flow through, we’re inside of it,

surrounded, it fills our cells; what the work looks like and is can’t ever touch.

A stranger comes to the surface, there is already a nose print on the glass at

adult height blurring the bright edges.

They have less certainty than uncertainty. They are best engaged patiently and with

care, leaning forward.

They honor late Polish poet Wisława Szymborska who wrote, “I prefer the absurdity

of writing poems to the absurdity of not writing poems.”

In front of Nighthawks there were little kids in bright blue shorts tangled

up all over the floor using the plastic name-tags draped around their necks

with colored yarn as small weapons, nooses, lassoes, little whips, and the

teacher raised her voice to ask What does this remind you of? and then it

was quiet, a fish mouth opened and closed, the net of heaven far above us,

and one kid yelled An aquarium! and they all leaned forward, soundless

and vibrating, and after a moment, half a moment, maybe just a second,

they all screamed and waved their arms like grasses underwater.

The paintings in this show have the look of paintings that are looked at.

Dana DeGiulio
Chicago, August 2026

Matthew Girson
Chicago, August 2026
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01 DANA DEGIULIO

Clown, 2026

Oil on canvas board, mounted on board

10 × 8 in.

POR
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02 DANA DEGIULIO

Monk, 2026

Oil on canvas board, mounted on board

10 × 8 in.

POR

MATERIAL PAINTINGS THAT HAVE THE LOOK OF PAINTINGS THAT ARE LOOKED AT



03 DANA DEGIULIO

Andie said, 2026

Oil on canvas board, mounted on board

10 × 8 in.

POR
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04 DANA DEGIULIO

A bright stone falls, 2026

Oil on canvas board, mounted on board

14 × 11 in.

POR
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05 MATTHEW GIRSON

The Other Night (Still Life at 4:00am), #1, 2026

Oil on Yupo

10 × 10 in. (image), 11 × 11 in. (paper)

POR
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Photo: Tom Van Eynde



06 MATTHEW GIRSON

The Other Night (Still Life at 4:00am), #3, 2026

Oil on Yupo

9 × 9 in. (image), 10 × 10 in. (paper)

POR
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07 MATTHEW GIRSON

The Other Night (Still Life at 4:00am), #26, 2026

Oil on Yupo

10 × 10 in. (image), 11 × 11 in. (paper)

POR
Photo: MG
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08 MATTHEW GIRSON

The Other Night (Still Life at 4:00am), #27, 2026

Oil on Yupo

10 × 10 in. (image), 11 × 11 in. (paper)

POR
Photo: MG
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A B O U T  T H E  A R T I S T S

DANA DEGIULIO

Dana DeGiulio (b. 1978, Chicago Heights, IL) holds an MFA from SAIC, was a

founding co-director of the artist-run space Julius Caesar, and is currently an

Associate Professor of Painting at RISD.

MATTHEW GIRSON

Matthew Girson’s paintings and drawings have been exhibited locally, nationally,

and internationally. His work is currently on display in the Illinois Holocaust

Museum and Education Center (Skokie) and has recently been included in

exhibitions at SoNa Gallery (Chicago), Zolla-Lieberman Gallery (Chicago), and

the Burren College of Art Gallery (Ballyvaughan, Ireland). In January 2027 he will

be opening an exhibition of new paintings in the McCormick House at the

Elmhurst Art Museum. He is a faculty member in the Art School at DePaul

University.
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Material is an artist-run, not-for-profit project space.
2025 W. Belmont Ave, storefront, Chicago, IL 60618
By appointment · materialexhibitions.com · @materialexhibitions

Gallery talk with the artists: Saturday, October 17, 2pm, in the gallery and online.


