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A city is born out of both the collec1ve and individual consciousness and comprises narra1ves, aesthe1c 
concerns, and the dreams of its creators and inhabitants; it emerges at the intersec1on of nature and 
culture.  One also finds such elements at the heart of ar1s1c prac1ce.  The 1tle “Emilianopolis” conveys 
the idea that I am the city and the city is me.  In connec1ng my name to the “polis”, I point to neither a 
fic1onal nor real city, but instead to the mutable nature of my rela1onship to place and iden1ty.  My 
placement of ceramics atop pain1ngs references the layered condi1on of Pre and Post Columbian 
America.  This mul1-leveled reality opens the imagina1on to the historical and the mythical buried 
within the con1nents’ rich and bewildering past. 

I execute diverse takes on similar themes with ceramics (buildings, vessels, monoliths), allowing them to 
emerge with varying degrees of sophis1ca1on and crudeness.  In effect, contempla1on of these objects 
invites the viewer to ponder their possible func1on or their rela1on to the canvas.  Or, instead, it might 
put them in the place of fiNeenth century Europeans, who would search for and discern between the 
“high” sophis1cated and the “low” crude ceramics of the people they encountered in the Americas. 
These inves1ga1ons some1mes included, but oNen went beyond, the aesthe1c.  To them, following the 
trail of the “high” meant finding peoples and ci1es that were likely to also possess gold, silver and other 
natural resources.  Prime targets for conquest and extrac1on, these riches would then go on to fund and 
madly accelerate new cycles of iden1ty craNing and city building. I pursue a cosmology of American 
urban iden11es that are rooted in histories of discovery, exploita1on, transmuta1on, and their links to 
the places, bodies, and minds we currently inhabit. 

Emiliano Cerna-Rios is a painter from Lima, Peru who draws on the literature and populist histories surrounding 
the conquests and evolu1ons of the Americas, aiming to conjure and reinterpret these histories’ opposing 
perspec1ves and narra1ves. He employs tradi1onal materials to address his own influences and predecessors, 
probing and altering the imagery of rela1vely regional or obscure illustrators and ar1sts. He divides his 1me 
between Minneapolis and Los Angeles.


