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 Keeping Façade



The Perfect Couple:
 
Trying to keep pace and living above their means 
in a meticulously decorated home with far too 
many empty bedrooms. One bedroom full of mono-
gramed, nautical trinkets from his parents that they 
wish wouldn’t visit so often. Another filled with me-
mentos: sorority letters in puffy paint and glitter on 
paddles and beer mugs like arts and crafts from a 
slutty kindergarten, left to languish for her friends 
from college that always talk on their yearly phone 
call about how ‘we should really get the girls back 
together for a weekend’- a promise as empty as 
‘we should get coffee sometime’ or ‘I’ll call you in 
morning.’ The last spare bedroom mascaraing as 
an office that neither of them particularly need that 
will be converted into a nursery for a child neither of 
them particularly want.
 
Downstairs in the living room with plush white car-
pet that appears to have never been walked on, 
always perfectly kept to host lavish but seemingly 
effortless dinner parties to entertain their less at-
tractive but certainly wealthier friends—his co-work-
ers, really… soon to be boss, actually. Impeccably 
fluffed decorative pillows with bold grey chevrons 
and a coordinating chenille throw blanket compul-
sively rearranged look dreamily causal can’t hide 
the gouges in the oak floor from fucking her ex too 
hard on the crisp, new Crate and Barrel couches 
when he went out of town on business, presumably 
to do the same. And the strategically hung family 
photos of smiling people, barefoot on the beach at 
their destination wedding can’t hide the numerous 
fist holes in the cheap drywall painted Radiant Or-
chard, Pantone’s color of the year.
A. Baker

A Vacation:
Rearing wrists back to search heartily.
A small confidence in the light promises on the 
screen.
Reassuring with a flat palm. Not violent.
Blended with salt and lime.
They have a grilled chicken breast…
Vinaigrettes.
Toothy smiling dusk and a tan for the gods.
Tight bods in pacific blue.

Soft fluid.
Opt in.
Slow down.

You should be ashamed. 
You are shameless. 

False smiles loom and all I could do was think 
about my chipped nail polish and unkempt bikini 
line. 
G. Dodge













































Image List: 

1-2 Documentation of the demolition of the condemned Saugatuck 
Presbyterian camp. 2014.

3 Cell phone photograph of collaged Chicago Tribune Article. 2014.

4 Brackish, Archival Inkjet Print, 2014. Allison Baker

5 Mudgirl, Archival Inkjet Print, 2014. Allison Baker

6-7 Embracing a Sunken Fishing Boat, video stills, 3:15 minutes. 
2014. Gail Dodge and Julia Gartrell 

8-9 Above Average, documentation of performative gesture. 2014. 
Gail Dodge 

10 You Don’t Feel Good About It, resin, cigarette butts, 2015. Allison 
Baker

11 Astral Projection, love seat, projection, 2015. Allison Baker

12 Tea for Two, Installation, 2014. Allison Baker

13-14 Throwing Cherry Pies, documentation of performative ges-
ture. 2014. Gail Dodge and Allison Baker 

15 Ephemera, Installation, 2015. Allison Baker

16 Sweetest Thing, Performance Still, 2015. Allison Baker

17 Fluff and Fold, $3/lb, Installation, 2015. Allison Baker

18 Half-Caf, paper, 2015. Allison Baker

19 Smoking Brushing Popping, video still, 6:58 minutes. 2013. Gail 
Dodge and Anna Garner

20-21 Iced Out Like a Goalie, video still, 2:30 minutes. Allison Baker

22 Pioneer Spirit, video still, 1:59 minutes. 2012. Gail Dodge

23-24 Collector, Xerox prints, 2013. Allison Baker

25 Reiterate the Inimitable, video still, 2:53 minutes. 2012.Gail 
Dodge

26-27 Toothache, video still, 6:23minutes, 2015. Allison Baker and 
Gail Dodge

28 Townie4HomeLife, video still, 0:36 minutes. 2011. Gail Dodge.

29-31 Another Tenuous Tenancy, documentation of performative 
gesture. 2012. Gail Dodge

32 Lap Pool Goddess, video still. 10:12 minutes. 2010. Gail Dodge 
and Lori Andersen

33 Detached and Unwinking, video still. 0:57 minutes. 2013. Gail 
Dodge

34 Bewilderment Unrequited, video still. 2:40 minutes. Gail Dodge




