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This exhibition centers on the notion that individuals who 
take a stand can impact history exponentially by exploring 
the intertwined lives of two Armenian women—diplomat 
Diana Agabeg Apcar (1859–1937) and artist Berjouhi Kailian 
(1914–2014). In 1919, history connected these two women 
in Yokohama, Japan where Diana lived and worked tirelessly to 
save the lives of hundreds of Armenian refugees during and 
after the Armenian Genocide. Only five-years old, Berj found 
herself in the shadow of Diana’s sturdy branches in a refugee 
in a camp in Vladivostok, Russia, where she and her mother 
migrated after losing her father and two siblings. Apcar helped 
Berj and her mother gain passage to America to join family in 
Weymouth, Massachusetts. Kailian became an artist and 
lived for 95 more years.

Brought together for the first time, the objects on display join 
these two women to tell this important story of persis-
tence, survival, and witness. Remnants from Diana Apcar’s 
life include her pen, personal papers, and official documents 
that delineate her astounding ability to create an extensive 
global network of supporters a hundred years before the 
emergence of social media. Berj Kailian’s visceral paintings 
reveal a buried past that revisited her throughout her long life. 
Recurring imagery of lost architecture convey the frenzy of 
looking for the siblings she will never find. Their lives over-
lapped and spanned more than a century of World Wars, tech-
nological inventions, and social change. We hope their com-
bined stories bring context to each of their substantial contri-
butions to Armenian and Armenian-American experience.    

In the Shadow of Branches
Diana Apcar | Berj Kailian

The Republic of the United States of America has been compared to that grain of mustard seed, which when 
planted in the earth budded forth and grew into such dimensions that the birds of the air lodged under the 
branches thereof. I pray that the shadow of those branches be extended over my bleeding nation.

                                                                                                          –Diana Apcar, open letter to President Taft, 1910
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a r t ,  c u l t u r e  &  e t e r n i t y

Through the precious objects in our collection, we hope 

to tell the powerful and enduring story of Armenia. It is 

the strength, ingenuity, and determination of the 

Armenian people that shines through these works, 

despite the extraordinary loss and trauma experienced 

by the Armenian community at the beginning of the 

20th century. Each piece tells a story—they are objects 

of witness and survival—and through them we are able 

to share this remarkable heritage with you, and future 

generations.

This gallery provides an overview of Armenian culture, 

from antiquity to present-day Armenian experience here 

in the United States. Themes such as origins in the Asian 

continent, the invention of a unique Indo-European 

language and alphabet, the early adoption of Christianity, 

Armenian medieval illuminated manuscripts, 

interconnected trade routes, and the tragedy of the 

Genocide are explored as an introduction to the works 

on display throughout the Museum.

A r m e n i a

December 1974, Racine Wisconsin; photo by John Bourchakian.
The faithful gather with their priest, Der Hayr, and deacons to consecrate 
the ground for St Hagop Armenian Apostolic Church. 
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VeteransArtists/Intellectuals

The fabric 
of the 

United States

The first Armenian stepped foot in America on the shores of 

Virginia four hundred years ago. Documented as Sirxxxxx’s 

servant, xxxxx made his way as a xxxx merchant and after a 

brief stay, sailed to London to establish a  xxxx company.

Mass migration of Armenians to the New World came later 

during and after the Genocide in 1915. Having dreamt of a 

new life beyond the suffering and persecution they 

experienced on the Asian continent, individuals and families 

waited in refugee camps in Yokohama, Constantinople and. 

Beirut to finally make the journey to California, the Midwest, 

New England, as well as Argentina, Brazil, and Australia. 

Armenians brought their skills as artisans, lawyers, 

musicians, and intellectuals to settle in areas like Watertown 

Massachusetts where they found work in factories and local 

companies to take part in the industrial growth of the United 

States. And they brought a few objects they could 

carry—many of which have become objects in our collection.

Passports and travel documents, a badge from the Hood 

Rubber Company, and a Ziljian cymbal signed in Armenian by 

xxxx Ziljian, mark unique and collective experiences as 

Armenian-Americans began to weave themselves into the 

The first Armenian stepped foot in America on the shores of 

Virginia four hundred years ago. Documented as Sirxxxxx’s 

servant, xxxxx made his way as a xxxx merchant and after a 

brief stay, sailed to London to establish a  xxxx company.

Mass migration of Armenians to the New World came later 

during and after the Genocide in 1915. Having dreamt of a 

new life beyond the suffering and persecution they 

experienced on the Asian continent, individuals and families 

waited in refugee camps in Yokohama, Constantinople and. 

Beirut to finally make the journey to California, the Midwest, 

New England, as well as Argentina, Brazil, and Australia. 

Armenians brought their skills as artisans, lawyers,  
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Domains of Wonder: Masterworks of Indian Painting
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston



 

Intimate viewing of pictures would take place on 

special occasions or holy days, either at a temple or 

a court. The paintings must have elicited a sense of 

wonder in these settings, as they did for Edwin 

Binney 3rd in twentieth-century San Diego. Over the 

nearly three decades before his death in 1986, Dr. 

Binney assembled one of the world’s most 

comprehensive collections of Indian painting; this 

exhibition is drawn entirely from that collection. We 

are grateful to the San Diego Museum of Art for 

sharing these treasures with Boston.

The paintings in Domains of Wonder reveal the great 

cultural richness and diversity of India and South Asia. 

Ranging in date from the fourteenth to the 

nineteenth centuries, the paintings include 

devotional pictures, illustrations of Persian and Indian 

religious and mythological texts, portraits of the 

Mughal emperors, and images that respond to British 

colonialism. Most of the paintings shown here were 

originally part of books or albums. In that context, 

they could serve to enhance the spiritual potency of a 

sacred text or to indicate the elite status of the patron 

as a connoisseur. 

Aesthetic sensibility, as Abhinavagupta says, is nothing but a capacity of wonder 
more elevated than the ordinary one. An opaque heart does not wonder.

Raniero Gnoli

D o m a i n s  o f  Wo n d e r
M A ST E RWO R K S  O F  I N D I A N  PA I N T I N G

Entrance  Graphics
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Murakami_Shop wall

Share your photos
#mfaMurakami@mfaBoston

Share your photos 
for a chance to win 
Murakami merch or 
the grand prize—this 
l imited-edition print! 
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BATTLE ROYALE!
NOBUO TSUJI VS.  TAKASHI MURAKAMI

JAPANESE ART HISTORY
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