My Story
elizabeth Hake
I was a troubled teen longer than some, until i was 25 to be exact.
Though it took me some time to finally settle into art it was always with
me even when I wasn't ready to commit. My mother did every craft
and art project known and unknown with us when we were little. I
think the one artistic action that made the biggest impression on me
and shaped my view of the world the most was hair washing time. As I
looked up at the ceiling my mom had me describe what pictures i saw
there in the textures. She kept my mind and eyes occupied to keep the
soap out of my eyes, but instead she taught me how to see. Fast
forward a few years down the road and I found myself as many young
people in this modern world; LOST in a sea of too many options with
absolutely no bearing or direction. As a college dropout the only real
hobby I had was picking up trash in alleys and streets. I would hang
random bits on my walls in a crazy kind of trash collage. After four
years of being a waitress I took a class at Arrowmont in jewelry and
have been making jewelry ever since. These days I still pick up trash
but now I set my found treasures in sterling silver to raise their
perceived value. Those pieces that are run over, scratched up, and
rusted remind me of where I've been and what is important to me. My
found object work is a homage, a way to honor the path we take in life;
as every little and big thing we do makes us who we are. Am I shiny
and new, is anybody? No, and I am proud of that. My life and path
have made me wiser and more interesting. Life mirrors the metal cast
offs I pick up, it's just more interesting with a little wear and tear. The
unknown factors and mystery of where a person has been and what
actually happened along the way fascinate me. What gives meaning to
life and to jewelry for me is history, because everyone and everything
has a past life. Just like you and me my jewelry has a past, and also a
second chance at a new life.
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