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DISCLAIMER
The information provided in this book is for entertainment purposes only and is not intended to be a source
of advice or credit analysis with respect to the material presented. The information and/or documents

The publisher and the author do not make any guarantee or other promise as to any results that may be
maximum extent permitted by law, the publisher and the author disclaim any and all liability in the event
any information, commentary, analysis,
opinions, advice and/or recommendations contained in this book prove to be inaccurate, incomplete or
unreliable, or result in any investment or other losses.
Content contained or made available through this book is not intended to and does not constitute legal
advice or investment advice and no attorney-client relationship is formed. The publisher and the author
are providing this book and its contents on an “as is” basis. Your use of the information in this book is at
your own risk.

Preface
Aaron Gan

In 2020, a global pandemic struck the world.
The stock market tanked. For all of one month.
Led by tech stocks, the S&P 500 staged a comeback from a low of 2300 in
March 2020 to a high of 4100 in April 2021.
In the same time period, Bitcoin coasted from $5000 to $60000.
Tesla shot up 10x from a low of $85 to an all-time high of $900.
GME rose 3000% in the span of a week as an epic short squeeze shocked the
hedge fund world. STONKS!
Dogecoin, a meme cryptocurrency created as a joke in 2013, rocketed 800% in
a single day.
Forget the Black-Scholes model.
Forget Random Walk theory.
Forget the 3 years of my life that I spent at University studying day after day after
Stock prices are now dictated by YouTubers and Internet memes.
As an artist, it is important for us to observe the world around us.
Investing has always been a subject dear to me. Mainly because money is a
subject dear to me.
Rich Dad, Poor Dad opened my world to possibilities. Warren Buffet and Peter
Lynch showed me the way.
I wish everyone a prosperous 2021 and may the stock market be ever in your
favour!
Remember to

and enjoy your ride.

Oh. And please enjoy my Art Exhibition.

Predicting the economy is futile.
Predicting the short term direction of the stock
market is futile.
But
The long term returns from stocks are relatively
predictable and superior to other instruments.

HARMONY
37 x 56 cm
Watercolour on paper, 2021

Be fearful when others are greedy, and be greedy when
others are fearful.
Success in investing—whether in the stock market or in other asset classes—requires one to move away from the herd.
While in the jungle the herd instinct saves one from getting
slaughtered, in the investment jungle, it is the perfect way
of getting slaughtered.

AGAINST THE TIDE
56 x 37 cm
Watercolour on paper, 2021

Dogecoin or DOGE was created in 2013 as a joke or meme
to Bitcoin.
In January 2021, Dogecoin went up over 800% in 24 hours
as a result of attention from Reddit users, partially encouraged by Elon Musk and the GameStop squeeze.

WOW
56 x 37 cm
Watercolour on paper, 2021

WallStreetBets (r/wallstreetbets), is a subreddit where participants discuss stock and option trading.
It has become notable for its profane nature, aggressive
trading strategies, and role in the GameStop short squeeze
US$70 billion in a few days in early 2021.

POWER TO THE PEOPLE
37 x 56 cm
Watercolour on paper, 2021

On January 22, 2021, users of r/wallstreetbets initiated a
short squeeze on GameStop (GME), pushing their stock

been sold short, and the rush to buy shares to cover those
positions as the price rose caused it to rise even farther.
At its height on January 28, the short squeeze caused the
retailer’s stock price to reach a pre-market value of over
USD $500 per share, nearly 30 times the $17.25 valuation at
the beginning of the month.

GME’S EPIC SQUEEZE
76 x 28 cm
Watercolour on paper, 2021

If the music is playing, you have to be dancing.

MUSICAL CHAIRS
28 x 76 cm
Watercolour on paper, 2021

Fortunes are made in bear markets.
Opportunities are reserved for those who are prepared.

OPPORTUNITY
76 x 28 cm
Watercolour on paper, 2021

You don’t lose anything by not owning a successful
stock.
You may however lose a lot of money if you chase a
stock after it has peaked.

TO THE MOON
76 x 28 cm
Watercolour on paper, 2021

If you had invested $100 in October 2010 when bitcoin
was around 10 cents, you would have been able to
buy about 1,000 bitcoins.
These 1000 bitcoins would be worth around $60 million
in April 2021.

THE RISE OF BITCOIN
76 x 28 cm
Watercolour on paper, 2021

Being patient is sometimes more important than intelligence
in the stock market.
It takes years, not months, to produces results.

DIAMOND HANDS
37 x 37 cm
Watercolour on paper, 2021

We live in a money-centric world.
There are only so many hours in a day and earned income can only take us so
far. Eventually, we would need our money to work for us and in order to do that,
we must learn the skills of investing.
investing. I had just started trading and following my friend’s “hot” tip, I promptly
lost $3000 in under 2 hours. I remember the stock till today– it was a China penny
stock: ChinaPDye. $3000 may seem small today but back then it was devastating
to me. I had to eat instant noodles for a month. I vowed to learn from my mistake.

Epilogue
Aaron Gan

Fast forward to 19 January 2021. Having seen various tech stocks gain over 100%

my savings into the can’t-lose investment vehicle of the past year: SPACs.
They promptly proceeded to plunge 50% over the next 4 weeks. You can’t make
this up. Sorry Peter Lynch. Sorry Warren Buffet. Apparently I did not learn my lesson
well.
Fortunately, while I was greedy, I wasn’t a complete idiot. I didn’t put in my entire savings, but merely a manageable portion. So all is still good and I am in a
recoverable position.
I am generally a long term investor and I hold my positions for at least 6 months to
a few years out. These have worked out well for me over the years and the small
pursue my dream of being a full-time artist.
The writings and quotes in this book are taken from the various investment books
and websites I have read over the years. These are the key principles which I use
to guide my investment portfolio.
If you are just starting out, I hope these quotes are a good introduction for you.
For seasoned traders with years of experience, I hope these quotes can be a

dreams.

Essay

a stock or bond that pays you high dividends, which is the investment goal. You
might lose something here and there, or not to as well as other investors who are
luckier or better, but it is not supposed to make you bankrupt.

Leng Hoe Lon

What burns people is the other method; Speculation and over-trading. You buy
and sell repeatedly, hoping to buy low and sell high. Many try, but a few succeed, as it is a skill that many people do not have. There is also an element of
gambling, and many of the same impulses that get people hooked on it are at
work here. That is what I think about when I hear about people buying BTC with
their credit cards. Some exchanges even allow you to leverage 50 times more
than the money you deposited.

Author, Decrypted: A Financial Trader’s Take on Cryptocurrency
Executive Advisor, Kyber Network

the years, I met many mentors and legendary characters. They all have one thing
in common – process. None of the successful ones is random and leaves themselves to just hope. I summarise trading into two categories: art and science. Art
represents the selection of the trade, which can range from stock tips to technical chart reading. It’s subjective. The science category of trading is rule-based,
with a consistent execution process and forced accountability. Essentially, once
(science).
Trading is not easy. It needs discipline and planning. Always know what is at stake,
The world is never like before after 2020. The
way we live, interact with friends, new ways
of working and how we invest. During the
lockdown days of the pandemic, the governments of the world were frantically giving handouts and various forms of support
to their people. It was meant for survival,
but somehow it turned out very differently.
A new generation of investors was born
with the help of accelerating technology,
zero-commission trading and behavioural
science. Checking stocks investing apps
became habits of millions of people. Cryptocurrency managed to get a fair share of
the hype. Was it investing or speculation?
What is the difference?
Investing is really putting your savings in an
instrument that you believe will grow, like
shares, gold, keepsakes or other things you
hope will one day be worth more than they
are today. You do not buy and sell often,
but it is on something you know have a big
future ahead when you do.
Take BTC, for example, Tim Draper, who
says it will be worth $250,000 eventually. So
you buy, and you do not really do anything
with it for a while. Otherwise, you might pick

always open, will you be around?” One needs to stay alive as there will always be
another opportunity. As crypto grows more popular, so will trading … and losses.
Crypto traders need to understand the principles of trading, be it through books
or YouTube videos. With the world of leverage is starting to go rampant in the
crypto, it is dangerous for people to be greedy. Once you get it right and start
making some money, the temptation is there to bet it all, doubling up again and
again and not looking at the downside.
Accountability and being in control are critical factors. When you buy a stock
and announce it on social media, it is more accountable than you quietly click it
from your phone. Look at the difference between professional gamblers and the
Perhaps the good news is opportunities are everywhere. Learn everything the
hard way, practice control and manage your downside. Stay on the course of
your process and repeat! Good luck on your journey of investing.
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Aaron Gan is the 2015 UOB Painting of the Year, Gold Award, Established Artist
Category, Singapore winner.
Born in Singapore in 1979, Gan graduated with a Bachelor of Commerce (Dean’s
List) from the University of Western Australia in 2003. In 2012, he gave up his corpoFollowing his numerous sell-out shows, Gan’s artworks have been collected and
commissioned widely both in Singapore and internationally. These include The
Wheelock Properties, Julius Baer, The Association of Banks in Singapore and others.
Gan’s works have been presented to foreign dignitaries around the world. During
Singapore’s PM Lee’s inaugural visit to the US in 2016, his painting “Balestier Road”
was presented to US President Barack Obama.
In 2017, he collaborated with Nespresso on a regional media campaign spanning
Singapore, Malaysia, Taiwan, Hong Kong and China.
In 2018, Gan was appointed the Art Ambassador for Faber-Castell, Singapore.
In 2020, he worked with Castiglion del Bosco on their exclusive Zodiac wine label.
In 2021, his artwork “Charging Bull” was used for UOB’s Lunar New Year campaign.

DECRYPTED
Aaron’s artwork was used for the cover of the
book - Decrypted

CASTIGLION DEL BOSCO
In 2020, Aaron worked with Castiglion del
Bosco on their exclusive Zodiac wine label.

CHARGING BULL
by UOB Painting of the Year Artist, Aaron
Gan, expresses the passion and perseverance
needed to forge ahead.
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