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Swiss Art Expo ZÜRICH, Art Metropole Europe
Barcelona, Spain Urbanside Gallery, Red Dot Miami,
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Represented by: realartrealartists.com, House of
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RiverGallery, The Alessandro Berni Gallery, Array
Contemporary, @theartling.
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in Asian Traditions/Modern Expressions: Historic to Contemporary 
at Hollis Taggart Gallery NYC
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'Un bel dí vedremo' RECEPTION 
SEE YOU THERE!  
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 6-8 PM 
RSVP gallery@dianastelin.com 
Stage photo by Diane Bondareff/AP 
painting by Jennifer Jean Okumura

Wake up! Nothing is Permanent Except Change  
New works by JENNIFER JEAN OKUMURA 
Nothing is permanent except change; only constant in life, the only thing we can be 
sure will happen. Change brings perspective, clarity, and true unconditional love 
like  the  Sun. We live in an ocean of energy in constant motion, and our life, 
'everything' around us, is temporary. Wake up, embrace, and be a part of the change 
to Nature’s blaring call. 

Contact: Diana Stelin, gallery@dianastelin.com, dianastelin.com  
“It’s wonderful to have my venue to feature female voices in sustainability. 
Different styles, different voices, one focus – the fragility of our earth. I want to 
call on people who want to support local mid-career female artists and sustainable 
culture.”  
-Founder, Diana Stelin 

Location: DIANA STELIN GALLERY, 1386B Beacon St., Brookline, MA 
Gallery Hours: Tuesday- Saturday, 11 AM-7 PM.

mailto:gallery@dianastelin.com
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Meet Jennifer Jean Okumura

STORIES & INSIGHTS //  1 DAY AGO

Share This Article We were lucky to catch up with Jennifer Jean Okumura recently and have shared our conversation 

below.

Hi Jennifer Jean, thanks for joining us today. We’d love to hear about when you
first realized that you wanted to pursue a creative path professionally.

I was 16 years old, and a visiting Commercial Artist in my junior year of high school encouraged me to take classes at a local 

college, Moore College of Art and Design. He helped me apply for a scholarship, which led me to take painting and figure drawing 

classes in my junior and senior years. He said my thirst for knowing more about the human form could only be achieved in these 

classes. Outside of school, I spent many hours exploring the 1300 Chestnut Street murals, sketching at the Rodin Museum, and 

sitting/drawing in the Arms and Armor room at the Philadelphia Museum of Art. In addition, I sketched anyone who would let me 

and sometimes people I saw at a distance—I still remember the glares and fingers of unwilling subjects. This, mixed with my first 

memory in the Arts, was creating a wall of large white or brown paper held by tape—my artistic and unconventional Mama would 

say, “Wow me.” I thought this was the norm in everyone’s home. Once school age, you realize it was unconventional but inspiring 

and outré at times. She had always been my creative inspiration, a safe, offbeat person, and a forever muse.

Today, my mixed of growing up as a child of Asian and Caucasian parents, my 2D artwork (primary oil on canvas and wood) is a 

reflection of what is beautiful and sometimes misconceived in both cultures. My use of color and creative texture lend 

harmoniously to the natural world—having grown up with an environmental engineer parent—and my heritage influences. am 

only able to reveal my true thoughts and fears to my Mama, my brother, and a small group of creatives. During holidays, my Asian 

relatives do not want to hear about it so I say nothing. This is in no way a reflection of their love towards me. Plus I cannot see 

myself doing anything else. Art-making itself—the urge to create—is personal. Strong work speaks with a clear, rare voice. Yet art 

without a viewer is an inner monologue. Basically, the circle is not complete. Luckily, I am surrounded by a few honest critics, and 

people who are inspiring and stimulated in their own lives.
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experiences as a Director, Operations Manager, Fine Art Consultant, Design Associate, Adjunct Educator at the Museum of Fine 

Arts, Boston, coFounder of Art Advising Group Invoke Contemporary and currently sits on the board as President and founding 

Exhibition Chair for National Association of Women Artists, Inc. MA chapter and formerly on the FPAC Board of Directors.

My first real art job was in grad school, working with an Art Broker at the Boston Design Center; here, my love for modern and 

contemporary arts expanded as Sal — who thought I was Italian and why I was initially hired — welcomed me to see the 

Renaissance through his magnetic eyes. He opened my eyes to art and its ability to elevate people. It is what inspires me every 

day. You do not need to love every art piece, but the origins are someone’s story, and as artists, we stand on the shoulders of our 

predecessors. Thus, capturing the moment of today while embracing the stories of the past, we, as practicing artists, are in tune 

with the activity of those who push the envelope to the maximum of what is defined as art. On some level, art is my life – it was 

and still is his life.

Upon graduating with my MFA, he told me the best way to find my next job would be to go up and down Newbury Street in Boston 

and see which galleries left a follow-up imprint on me. Not all galleries are a match, he would say, and you need to be in their 

space before inviting yourself to join their space. I feel the same way about collecting art. There are endless ways to collect 

art. Some collect for investment, others for a sleek-looking home, and then there is me ‘us’…because I love it and want things that 

make me happy and get me to think in my house. With most things, there can be a crossover in the ‘why’ of adding art to your 

home or office, but from my personal experience as a collector and years of working with those adding art to their lives, a few of 

my favorite things to consider is collecting is a lifetime pursuit especially one with meaningful and is engaging.

From my haven on Newbury Street, my first gallery job, I never left this part of the art world. While my titles and responsibilities 

changed, the main question I ask myself and collectors is: Does the art you’re considering make you feel something? You don’t 

collect to fill a hole in the wall; how does it make you feel — Does the piece of art you are considering stop you? Does it make you 

draw on a memory–a piece you want to enjoy daily, and would you be upset if you returned for it and it was already sold? These 

collector’s thoughts, along with creating art as a practicing artist, usually lead to creating new themes, adding conflict, balance, 

and harmony to shape the work’s form and energy. All the positive and negative experiences lend to this departure from the 

stations of life in search of new noise and passion as holes in the wall can be patched, and furniture can move; no need to be 

“matchy-matchy,” and mix 3D in with 2D works. Have fun with collecting by shuffling your art around your area, as art and 

furniture can move around your space as you discover new pieces you desperately want to add.
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As with many aspects in life, in regards to artwork of 

Jennifer Jean it is of great significance to understand the 

past, in order to consider and artistically create the future.

“As practicing artists,” said Jean. “We are in tune with the 

activity of those both past and present, who push the 

envelope to the maximum of what is defined as art.”

Jean started her relationship with art at 16. She said 

that she was encouraged by a commercial artist during 

her junior year of high school. He helped her apply for a 

scholarship to take classes at a local college. From there she 

grew persistent with perfecting her craft. She sketched any 

person that she could get her hands on. She was engaged 

in murals, and thoroughly enjoyed the armor room at The 

Philadelphia Museum of Art.

“I spent many hours exploring the 1300 Chestnut Street 

murals,” said Jean. “In addition, I sketched anyone who 

would let me.” 
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Exploring  
the Gallery   
of Jenny Jean 

J E N N I F E R J E A N A R T. C O M
I N S TA G R A M :  @JENNYJE AN25

https://www.jenniferjeanart.com/
https://www.instagram.com/jennyjean25
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Jennifer Costello
American Art Review [Vol. XXVII No. 5]


