
Art is t  Statement :  Mary McFerran 
 
Text i les,  embro idery and mul t i  media are my favored mediums.  Drawing,  as 
mark making and space def in ing,  remains at  the core of  my work.  I  fee l  
comfor tab le  work ing wi th  mater ia ls  that  have been fami l iar  to  me s ince 
ch i ldhood and they of fer  me an ar t is t ic  f reedom I  don’ t  fee l  w i th  pure pa int ing 
and pr in tmaking.  I  am a lso in terested in  the s tory  te l l ing and memor ies that  
they conjure up for  me. 
 
Research a ids my pract ice as i t  pushes me to  reach beyond mysel f .  Two recent  
ar t  insta l la t ions began wi th  research and evolved in to  mul t i  media works.  
C lar issa Pinkola Estes ’  analys is  o f  fa i ry ta les and archetype in  “Women Who 
Run wi th  the Wolves,”  insp i red my insta l la t ion,  ”Wolves,  Br ides and Fairy ta les"  
and my own genealogy research evolved in to  “The Ancestor  Museum.”  
 
I  have an endur ing devot ion for  Louise Bourgeois  for  her  compel l ing work wi th  
autob iography,  drawings,  fabr ic  and insta l la t ions.  I  love Tracy Emin ’s  i r reverent  
drawings and femin is t  work and Agnes Mart in  for  her  joy in  imperfect ion.  
	


