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COup

THOMAS HARTWELL
thartwell@cherokeetribune.com

MACEDONIA — An influential Cherokee resident asked Harry 
Johnston, candidate for chairman of the board of commis-
sioners, to concede the race and back Stanley Townsend, 
claiming that Johnston has not been honest with the public 
about costs incurred by taxpayers in the 2012 failure of a Ball 
Ground recycling business, during which he sat on the board.

In a March 18 email penned by John Long and addressed 
from Preserve Cherokee, Long asked Johnston to consider 
backing Townsend, and told him that the decision would 
move the county “forward in a positive direction for we, 
the people.” Long described Preserve Cherokee to the Tri-
bune as an initiative to inform residents of the county about 
development making its way through the government and 
said it has 700 followers and no real leader. Long is largely 
the writer of frequent newsletters that circulate to Preserve 
Cherokee members. 

“By your own speculation, this campaign between you and 
Stanley will bring out the worst for our county and will result 
in a sharp division between supporters in both camps, and 
we, the people, will lose,” Long wrote last Sunday. “Don’t put 
me and the citizens of our great county through the stress 
of a divisive campaign and having to choose between two 
men of great drive and moral character. Let’s both work 
in concert together to support fresh blood our great county 
needs at this juncture.”

On Thursday at a candidate forum on a Macedonia farm, 
Long brought up the county’s decision in 2007 to grant 
an $18 million bond issue to Ball Ground Recycling and 
operators Jimmy and David Bobo. The company later went 
bankrupt, leaving taxpayers to pay back the lost debt, Long 
said, addressing Johnston.

Long said since Johnston was a member of the board of 
commissioners and self-proclaimed unofficial financial leader 
of the board, he must have been “asleep at the wheel” when 
the decision to grant the bond to the Bobos and associated 
companies was made. Long also publicly asked Johnston if 
he would apologize for the decision and distributed book-
lets giving background and data into the so-called “Bobo 
Boondoggle” at the forum.

Johnston responded at the forum, saying claims that “it 
was done for some underhanded purpose, that it was all my 

GARY TANNER
gtanner@cherokeetribune.com

A Woodstock man will appear on the 
College Week edition of the popular game 
show “Wheel of Fortune.”

Jordan Sollie, a 2016 graduate of River 
Ridge High School and a current University 
of Georgia student is scheduled to appear 
on the show April 4.

“I sent in an audition tape about a year 

ago,” Sollie said on Friday.
“When I was younger my mom and I 

would always turn on “Wheel of Fortune” 
while we were cooking dinner,” Sollie said 
in his audition tape. “The game practically 
runs in my blood and now it’s my turn to 
win $25,000.”

On Friday, he said, “About six months 
later, I got an email to audition, which I 
did at a hotel in Atlanta.”

Then, Sollie said, he waited another seven 

months before receiving notice that he had 
been cast as a contestant for the College 
Week edition of the show.

The episode where Sollie appeared was 
recorded several weeks ago in Los Angeles. 
Sollie is an entertainment media studies 
student at UGA. 

People in Cherokee County will have to 
wait until the show airs to see how Sollie 
did. “They keep a pretty tight control on 
all that,” he said.

MARGARET WAAGE
mwaage@cherokeetribune.com

Chances are that everyone who uses a computer has 
been subjected to at least one attempted cyberattack.

They can range from email pitches asking for finan-
cial account information, to official looking emails 
that encourage you to click on a link that exposes 
your computer to malware and website links that 
can transmit viruses.

Mostly everyone who uses smartphones and com-
puters are subject to data sharing through any number 
of apps installed on these devices. 

Robert Herjavec, a cybersecurity expert and star 
of ABC’s “Shark Tank” told CNBC’s “Mad Money” 
host Jim Cramer, “People need to wake up when it 
comes to protecting their data.” 

The recent story detailing how Facebook allowed third-
party developers to access user data through its login tool 
shows how social media terms of service agreements 
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From left, Stanley Townsend and Harry Johnston, the two candidates for chairman of the Cherokee County Board of 
Commissioners, participate in a public forum at a private property in Macedonia on Thursday night. / Staff-Thomas Hartwell

 Commission chair candidates lay out priorities

THOMAS HARTWELL
thartwell@cherokeetribune.com

KENNESAW – Kennesaw State University will host an 
event next week dedicating its new radio lab to the late 
broadcast legend and KSU professor, Warren “Rhubarb” 
Jones. The new media space will be named the Warren 
“Rhubarb” Jones Radio Learning Lab, and the official 
unveiling is set for Tuesday at 2 p.m.

“We had started working on this while Rhubarb was 
still teaching for us. We had a dedicated space, and we 
had gotten some equipment funded last year for it,” 
said Dr. Barbara Gainey, director of the School of Com-
munication and Media at the university. “Rhubarb was 
very interested in it. He was looking forward to being a 
part of the radio lab, but unfortunately, he passed away 
before that could happen.”

Jones, 65, died of a heart attack on April 2 in Haralson 
County. He was a morning host at Y106 and Eagle 106.7 
in Atlanta from 1985 to 2008, and he was inducted into 
the Georgia Radio Hall of Fame in 2007. 

Gainey said the lab’s dedication in Jones’ honor was 
a near-immediate decision when word of his sudden 
death reached faculty. The event is meant to celebrate 
his life and his legacy at KSU, she said.

“It’s really just an opportunity for us to celebrate 
Rhubarb and to acknowledge his work here,” Gainey 
said Monday. “He’s been a meaningful part of the KSU 
family, and he’s been a very popular instructor in the 
school for quite some time… I think it’s a very appro-

priate tribute to him, given his reputation and work in 
the radio industry.”

The dedication will begin with a “tribute event” in the 
university rooms at the school’s James V. Carmichael 

THOMAS HARTWELL
thartwell@cherokeetribune.com

MACEDONIA — Candidates for chairman of the Cherokee 
County Board of Commissioners had their first chance 
of the election season on Thursday night to lay out their 
platform and answer public questions in a forum that, 
at times, became heated.

Harry Johnston, retired Southern Company employee 
and CPA, and Stanley Townsend, president of the Waleska 
construction company Townsend Pipeline, answered 
policy and qualification questions from members of the 
more than 70-person audience at Tom and Ann Earley’s 
Macedonia property. Candidates for other contested 
county elections, Sheriff Frank Reynolds and retiring 
Commission Chair Buzz Ahrens also attended the eve-
ning forum.

At the beginning of the night’s event, Johnston and 
Townsend laid out their visions for a Cherokee future 
under their administration.

“I’m running for one reason only, and that’s because 
I love Cherokee County,” Johnston said in his address. 
“We will grow, but we can grow in a restrained and 
quality way. We can make this county even better than 
the jewel it is today.”

Johnston told the crowd that he is “uniquely qualified” 
for the role of commission chair and alluded to his “18 
years of direct experience,” 14 of which he served as a 
commissioner representing “nearly two-thirds” of the 
county. He said his financial expertise and “unofficial 
financial leader” role during his time on the board helped 
lead the county to lower its tax rates to the sixth lowest 
in the state. He also told the crowd that he had a track 
record of fighting against unwanted development and 
would continue to do so.

Johnston also warned that attacks on his character 
were coming. He offered to the audience that attacks 
on his campaign in reference to the 2012 failure of the 
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KSU to dedicate radio lab to late broadcast legend

Kennesaw State University will officially unveil and dedicate 
its new radio learning lab to the late Warren “Rhubarb” Jones 
next week. Jones was a renowned Atlanta radio personality 
and KSU professor. He died of a heart attack in April last 
year. / Special to the Tribune

Jordan Sollie is scheduled to appear on the game 
show “Wheel of Fortune” on April 4. / Special to the Tribune
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are either overlooked by 
users or users are unaware 
of the potential for misuse 
by companies with other 
intentions besides creating 
an app for its own sake.

How can people protect 
themselves? Experts say 
awareness and diligence 
can help.

RECRUITING SCAMS
A job recruiting scam 

preys on the out-of-
work with a text message 
appearing to come from a 
potential employer with 
instructions to download a 
Google app called hangout 
to proceed to the interview 
process. For job offers that 
seem too good to be true, 
be advised they’re probably 
fake. It’s likely your data was 
obtained from job boards 
where resumes are posted. 

Susan P. Joyce, publisher 
of Job-Hunt.org, advocates, 
“The best defense against 
job scams is to do research 
before you apply or respond 
to a recruiter’s email. If the 
employer or the staffing 
agency name is not in the 
job posting or email, ask 
for it before you apply. You 
don’t want to waste your 
time applying for a fake job.”

FAKE PRIZES
Messages about winning 

a foreign lottery rely on the 
excitement of a big win to 
get you to pay processing 
taxes, duties or fees. Lottery 
hustlers use bank account 
information to make unau-
thorized withdrawals or 
use the credit/debit card 
to make additional charges. 
Never send money on the 
promise of a pay-out later 
— that’s a warning sign to 
delete the message. The 
FTC cautions consumers 
thinking about responding 
to a foreign lottery that it’s 
a violation of federal law.

TAX SCAMS

Tax season can prompt 
tax scams that range from 
unsolicited calls from what 
appears to be the IRS, done 
through caller ID spoofing, 
requesting payment for 
bogus tax bills, or other 
personal information. The 
Treasury Inspector General 
for Tax Administration, has 
received reports of about 
766,000 scam contacts since 
October 2013 where nearly 
4,550 victims have collec-
tively paid over $23 mil-
lion as a result of the scam. 
According to the IRS, tax 
scams can happen any time 
of year, not just at tax time 

and consumers are urged to 
visit “Tax Scams and Con-
sumer Alerts” on IRS.gov to 
learn about various tactics 
that are used. 

John Veith of North 
Georgia CPA, Inc., said he’s 
required to file all returns 
electronically, unless a 
client requests not to. Veith 
says the most common fear 
customers have is scammers 
getting their information. 
Each year you will get a 
new identity protection 
PIN from the IRS to enter 
before e-filing your return 
as a preventative measure. 

“The IRS will not call 
you to request money by 
threatening that you will go 
to jail,” said Veith. In his 
article, ‘Tips for Stronger 
Cyber Security’  Veith 
advises, “Don’t open email 
from someone you don’t 
know and never click on any 
links. For my clients who 
get calls with tax threats, I 
tell them to give the caller 
my number. I’ve yet to be 
contacted from anyone!” 

The best way to handle 
fraudulent emails, texts or 
calls is to educate yourself 
on the variety of forms they 
take and report them. The 
Federal Trade Commission  
features a scam alert sec-
tion on their site and lists 
recent schemes and older 
ones dating back to 2012. 

If you receive an email 
you think is spam, forward 
it to the FTC at spam@uce.
gov. If the email appears to 

be impersonating a com-
pany, organization or bank, 
contact that organization 
directly. 

If you responded to an 
email that may be a scam, 
file a report with the FTC 
at www.ftc.gov/complaint 
or report it to your state 
Attorney General, using 
contact information at naag.
org. Be informed as a best 
practice against identity 
theft by getting familiar 
with FTC’s identity theft 
website at ftc.gov/idtheft 
to minimize your risk.

When it comes to pro-
tecting your data the more 
you know the better your 
odds are for maintaining 
privacy. For those seeking 
to work in this field, Chat-
tahoochee Technical Col-
lege offers an Associate of 
Applied Science Degree 
with a concentration in 
Computer Information 
Systems and Cybersecu-
rity. The basic competency 
courses are taught with spe-
cialized areas of study in 
Security, Network Defenses 
& Countermeasures, Com-
puter Forensics, and Ethical 
Hacking and Penetration 
Hacking. To learn more 
about the program, visit 
www.chattahoocheetech.
edu/cybersecurity or plan 
on attending an informa-
tion session at the Mountain 
View Open House Tuesday, 
March 27 at 2680 Gordy 
Parkway in Marietta from 
5-7 pm. 
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Government 
rundown

Monday, March 26
  ► Holly Springs City 
Council will meet at 7 p.m. 
in the public safety building 
on Holly Springs Parkway. 
For a copy of the agenda, 
visit www.hollyspringsga.
us. Council meets first and 
third Mondays each month.

     ►Woodstock City 
Council will meet at 7 p.m. 
at the Chambers at City 
Center. For a copy of the 
agenda, visit www.wood-
stockga.gov. 

► The Cherokee 
County Water and 
Sewerage Authority will 
meet at 9 a.m. at its office 
in Canton. For a copy of 
the agenda, visit www.
ccwsa.com. 

Cybersecurity Illustration by Margaret Waage

Student Center, where 
alumni, faculty and staff 
will “talk about his involve-
ment” and contributions to 
the university before taking 
a walking tour of the radio 
lab in the Pilcher building, 
Gainey said. A student-made 
video tribute is also 
planned.

Gainey said atten-
dance is estimated 
at about 50-100 cur-
rently, but the trib-
ute’s location was 
recently changed as 
word of the event has 
spread, so more could 
show up.

“Interest keeps 
growing,” she said. 
“It is by invitation, 
but the word has kind 
of spread, so we’re 
welcoming anyone 
who wants to honor 
Rhubarb.” 

Gainey called Jones 
a fierce “student 
advocate” who had 
a profound impact 
on anyone he came 
into contact with, a senti-
ment echoed by many who 
worked with him or under 
his supervision.

“What was great about 
Rhubarb was if there was 
a student struggling in his 
class, he reached out to that 
student,” Dr. Josh Azriel, 
interim associate director 
of graduate studies and 
communication professor, 
recalled in an interview ear-

lier this month. “There’s an 
old saying: ‘you can lead a 
horse to water, but you can’t 
make it drink.’ Rhubarb tried 
to give the students water. 
He did everything he could.”

Azriel said he hadn’t met 
Jones until the radio per-
sonality interviewed for a 
teaching job at KSU. He 
said he and Jones became 
fast friends when Jones 
expressed his desire for men-

torship from more 
seasoned educa-
tors. Through his 
years teaching at 
the school, Azriel 
said Jones “bent 
over backwards” 
to provide oppor-
tunities to stu-
dents using his 
connections in 
the radio business. 

 “If he knew that 
a student was really 
interested in pur-
suing radio, he 
used his contacts 
at one of the local 
country stations, 
and he would get 
that student an 
opportunity to 
shadow and meet 
the morning show 

hosts,” Azriel said. “If the 
student didn’t take him up 
on that offer, then that told 
him that student wasn’t really 
serious about the business.”

Former Atlanta Jour-
nal-Constitution reporter and 
KSU alumn Ellen Eldridge 
said that she was offered 
and accepted an invitation 
to speak at the tribute. 

In a remembrance of the 
disc jockey published on 

the AJC website the day 
after his death, Eldridge 
wrote, “What I loved most 
about Rhubarb was that he 
made it easy to learn.” She 
illustrated anecdotes of the 
ease of his courses but his 
expectation of a solid work 
ethic. Eldridge said he told 
her he was proud of her hours 
before he died. “I’m still in 
shock,” she wrote.

Both Gainey and Azriel 
reiterated that Jones’ clear 
passion for his students, their 
pursuit of a career in media 
and the radio business as a 
whole made the decision to 
dedicate the learning lab in 
his honor a no-brainer.

The dedication is only 
the beginning of Jones’ 
posthumous legacy at the 
university, Azriel said. He 
said KSU hopes to raise a 
$1,000 scholarship each year 
to offer students of the School 
of Communication and Media 
and another $1,000 annually 
to purchase radio lab equip-
ment. The scholarship would 
also be awarded in Jones’ 
name, and the university 
hopes to raise $50,000 in 
the next year, Azriel said.

Faculty of the School of 
Communication and Media 
have said they hope to begin 
using the lab for the summer 
semester, and the long-term 
vision for the lab includes 
expansion into adjacent 
studio space and develop-
ment into an online radio 
station, separate from Owl 
Radio, the student media-run 
station. 

Donations to the endeavors 
in Jones’ honor can be made 
by visiting c-fund.us/fme.

KSU
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Josh Azriel

Barbara Gainey

OBITUARIES I 
IN MEMORY

DEATH  NOTICES

WRIGHT, Nancy Hardy, 
age 63 of Woodstock, died 
March 11, 2018. Graveside 
Services: Saturday March 24 at 
3pm  at Marietta Campground 
Cemetery. Woodstock Funeral 
Home.

OBITUARIES

FOSTER, Jeremy Blake
Mr. Jeremy Blake Foster, of 
Atlanta, Georgia passed away 
Friday, March 16, 2018 at his 
residence.  He was 30. Funeral 
services will be held at 2:00 
p.m. Thursday, March 22, 2018 
at Poole Funeral Home Chapel 
with Chaplain Brian Mullet 
from UAC officiating.  Burial will 
follow in Emerson City 
Cemetery with Poole Funeral 
Home directing.  Visitation will 
be held from 5-8 pm 
Wednesday, march 21, 2018 at 
the funeral home. Jeremy was 
born May 17, 1987 to Tracy and 
Catherine Dabbs Foster in 
Marietta, Georgia.  Jeremy was 
employed with UAC in Canton 
for the last 3 years and had 
recently been promoted to 
Lead.   Survivors include his 
mother and father, Cathy 
Foster and Tracy Foster, 
Acworth, GA; Brother, Joseph 
Duncan, Dallas, GA; grandfather, 
Charles Dabbs, Emerson, GA; 
grandmothers, Irene Hartwig, 
Norfolk, NE, and Gladys Segars, 
Powder Springs, GA; several 
aunts and uncles and cousins.   
Online condolences may be 
made at
 www.poolefuneralhome.net

GRACIALE, Linda V.
Mrs. Linda V. Graciale, of 
Woodstock, GA passed away at 
her residence after an 
extended illness. She was 53. A 
Funeral Mass will be held at 
2:30 p.m. Saturday, March 24, 
2018 at Transfiguration 
Catholic Church with Father 
Fernando Molina Restrepo 
officiating. Burial will follow in 
Rolling Hills Cemetery with 
Poole Funeral Home directing. 
A visitation will be held from 
4-7 p.m. at the funeral home on 
Friday, March 23, 2018. A Rosary 
will follow the visitation at 7 
p.m. at Poole Funeral Home 
Chapel. Mrs. Graciale was born 
March 31, 1964 in Hondo, Texas 
to the late Matias and Fransica 
Peres Vara. Mrs. Graciale was 
employed with Cobb EMC the 
last 13 years in the billing 
department. Mrs. Graciale is 
survived by her husband John 
Graciale, Woodstock, GA; her 
three sons, Matt Graciale, Nick 
Graciale, and Dom Graciale all 
of Woodstock, GA; her mother, 
Fransica Peres, Dublin, TX; two 
sisters, Irma Ferguson and 
Dolores Gamez; six brothers, 
Richard Vara, Matias Vara, Jr. Joe 
Vara, Ned Vara, Jabier Vara and 
Ramiro Vara; several nieces and 
nephews. Online condolences 
may be at: 
www.poolefuneralhome.net

I thought I saw your face today, 
in the sparkle of the morn-
ing sun. And then I heard the 
angel say, “Their work on earth 
is done.” I thought I heard your 
voice today, then laugh your 
hearty laugh. And then I heard 
the angel say, “There’s peace 
dear one at last.” I thought I felt 
your touch today, in the breeze 
that rustled by. And then I 
heard the angel say, “The spirit 
never dies.” I thought I saw 
my broken heart, in the cres-
cent of the moon. And then I 
heard the angel say, “The Lord 
is coming soon.” I thought that 
you had left me, for the stars 
so far above. And then I heard 
the angel say, “They left you 
with their love.” I thought that 
I would miss you so, and never 
find my way. And then I heard 
the angel say, “They’re with 
you every day.” “The sun, the 
wind, the moon, the stars, will 
forever be around, reminding 
you of the love you shared, 
and the peace they’ve finally 
found. ~ Bobbi Davis

GOD SAW YOU
God saw you getting tired and 
a cure was not to be, so he 
put his arms around you and 
whispered “Come to me”. With 
tearful eyes we watched you, 
and saw you pass away, and 
though we loved you dearly, 
we could not make you stay. A 
golden heart stopped beating, 
hard-working hands at rest, 
God broke our hearts to prove 
to us, He only takes the best. 
~Author Unknown

LISA MASCARO 
and MATTHEW DALY 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — With 
passage of an enormous 
budget bill, the GOP-con-
trolled Congress all but 
wrapped up its legislating 
for the year. But will it be 
enough to convince voters 
to give Republicans another 
term at the helm?

In two big ways, Repub-
licans have done what they 
promised. They passed a 
long-sought tax overhaul bill 
that slashed tax rates. They’ve 
rolled back regulations, in 
ways they claim are boosting 
the economy. In the Senate, 
they confirmed a justice to 
the Supreme Court.

But there are signs 
Americans wanted more: 
immigration reforms, gun 
control legislation, even 
an infrastructure plan that 
President Donald Trump 
promised voters. Tax cuts, 
for now, will have to do.

“It’s very clear that tax 
reform was going to be the 
biggest legislative crown 
jewel of this Congress,” 
said Matt Gorman, the 
spokesman for the House 
GOP’s campaign arm, the 
National Republican Con-

gressional Committee. “That 
is a massive centerpiece of 
our campaign.”

But polls swing wildly 
these days, strategists said. 
Voters are rarely focused for 
too long on single issues that 
can make or break cam-
paigns, as when Republicans 

seized control of the House 
in 2010 amid the econom-
ic downturn or Democrats 
pushed to the majority in 
2006 over opposition to the 
Iraq and Afghanistan wars 
and congressional ethics 
scandals.

Trump’s mixed messages 

on the GOP’s accomplish-
ments only make the cam-
paigning more difficult. At 
the White House on Friday, 
he toyed with a veto of the 
$1.3 trillion budget pack-
age, complaining it lacked 
his immigration deal and 
smacked of overspending, 
before ultimately signing 
it. Such shifting views leave 
Republicans without a reli-
able partner as they try to 
push through political head-
winds in what’s expected to 
be a tough battle for majority 
control of the House and 
Senate.

Lawmakers left town 
for a two-week recess that 
marks the unofficial end of 
the legislating season having 
shelved resolution of other 
issues.

Congress failed to pass 
legislation to curb rising 
health insurance premiums 
or protect young immigrants 
known as Dreamers from 
deportation, two issues 
that have stirred voters 
this year. And ahead of the 
nationwide “March for Our 
Lives” protests against gun 
violence, lawmakers took 
modest steps to boost school 
safety funds and improve 
compliance with the federal 
gun purchase background 

check system.
Kris Brown, co-president 

of the Brady Campaign to 
Prevent Gun Violence, said 
the measures are “just not 
enough.”

“The American people 
have been screaming from 
the rooftops for real, bold 
change to fight against” 
tragedies such as the Flor-
ida and Las Vegas shootings, 
Brown said. “We have seen 
the consequences of Con-
gress’s inaction.”

Congress’ spring agenda is 
thin. It includes modest plans 
to finish a banking bill that rolls 
back some of the regulations 
put in place after the financial 
crisis and pass a big farm bill 
that sets agriculture and school 
nutrition policies. The Senate 
also has to begin confirmation 
hearings for Trump’s nominees 
for secretary of state and CIA 
director.

The one legislative lift 
will be another spending 
bill when the one Trump 
signed into law expires at 
the end of September. But it 
may bring more political risk 
than reward for Republicans, 
since conservatives largely 
sided with the president 
against this one, and could 
pose a more serious threat of 
voter revolt in the fall.

An early morning runner crosses in front of the U.S. Capitol 
as he passes the flags circling the Washington Monument in 
Washington. With passage of an enormous budget bill, Congress 
has all but wrapped up its legislating for the year — in March. 
Now lawmakers have to run on what they’ve got: a tax cut bill, 
big spending increases and no fixes to immigration. / AP

Will GOP accomplishments in Congress be enough for voters?
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