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By Margaret Waage
mwaage@cherokeetribune.com

CANTON — City council members toured 
downtown’s historic Jones Building last 
week to see cleanup work in progress 
since the project began last October. Per-
sonnel from the Garbutt Construction 
Co. and from the architectural firm Lord 
Aeck Sargent took officials through the 
expanse of space that is now awaiting a 
revival of purpose.

The goal was to redevelop the building in 
two phases, first addressing the building’ 
structure and secondly, an operational 
renovation. The first phase included 
replacing the roof, cleaning the facade, 
repairing and/or replacing windows, and 
masonry and keeping historic aspects of 
the commercial storefront design intact. 
Dropped ceilings and non-load bearing 
interior walls were removed, exposing 

joists and about 45 beams.
The building located at 130 E. Main 

Street first opened its doors as Jones Mer-
cantile in 1879 and was a general goods 
store selling everything from hardware, 
sundries, food, furniture, toys and cas-
kets. Jones Mercantile accepted mill cur-
rency and store credit making necessity 
shopping convenient for workers.

Architect Jack Pyburn previously iden-
tified four separate additions/renova-
tions that were made to the building’s 
original footprint over time that included 
second and third floor additions in 1921, 
a store renovation in the 1950s and an 
exterior aluminum and stucco facade 
added in 1973.

Cherokee County purchased the building 
in the late 1980s and used it for admin-
istrative office space. In January 2017, 
the city of Canton took ownership of the 
facility from Cherokee County as part of 

an asset swap through the consolidation 
of fire services. 

The basement of the building has 
approximately 14,350 square feet, the 
second level 14,500 square feet, and the 
upper level 13,500 square feet. The entire 
project was estimated to cost $2.2 mil-
lion and was paid by Special Purpose 
Local Option Sales Tax money, according 
to Billy Peppers, City Manager. For the 
current Phase 1, scope is averaging $70 
per square foot at $2.9 million based on 
42,900 square feet according to LAS.  

The group reviewed development pos-
sibilities and costs for the Jones Build-
ing’s next phase now that it is empty. Julie 
Arnold of LAS presented three comparable 
projects: Ennis Hall at Georgia, Tifton City 
Hall, and Old First National Bank with final 
costs to illustrate potential options for the 

RENOVATION
Jones Building presents future possibilities

Architect Jack Pyburn of firm Lord Aeck Sargent shows city council members exposed beams and girders in high ceilings of the Jones 
Building’s second floor.  / Staff-Margaret Waage

Senior 
projects
show 
students’ 
abilities

Snakebite 
awareness to 
keep pets safe

By Shannon Ballew
sballew@cherokeetribune.com

Every 12th grade student in the Cherokee 
County School District has at least one thing in 
common — they will spend much of their last 
year in high school on a senior project that they 
must finish to graduate.

At all of the district’s six high schools, the 
project must include something the student 
makes or a community service activity, involve 
a potential career pathway, and be completed 
with the guidance of an adviser from the stu-
dent’s chosen field.

One of the requirements of the project is that 
it should align with the student’s interest in 
potential post-graduation careers. Yasmeen 
Bargoti of Woodstock High School, who wants 
to pursue a medical career, observed three sur-
geries at Wellstar Kennestone Hospital.

The surgeries consisted of one partial and two 
complete thyroidectomies, one which removed 
thyroid lobes that had cancer. For her presen-
tation, Bargoti included photos from the sur-
gery, including the organ, and created models 
of a healthy and an unhealthy thyroid.

“I got to scrub in and stand behind the sur-
geon while he was operating,” she said. “It was 
really fascinating.”

By Margaret Waage
mwaage@cherokeetribune.com

  To keep your furry friends safe from snake-
bites, a little knowledge goes a long way, experts 
say. When it gets warm outside, snakes and 
humans are both more active.

When walking your dog, use a common sense 
approach to avoid their contact with snakes 
and prevent bites, said Canton veterinarian 
Greg Nutt.

If you walk your dog on trails, make some 
noise by stomping your feet firmly. It will create 
vibrations.

 “Snakes will naturally move away from noise,” 
Nutt said

 You can also use a walking stick to clear the 
path in all the directions you move in. That will 
create enough of a sound disturbance to snakes 
that may be lying beneath shrubs.

 If you let your dog out in the yard, which is 
quite a common thing homeowners do with 
fenced in properties, make sure you monitor 
where they go. Clean up any area that has been 
dormant or requires maintenance such as raking 
out, ahead of time, to make sure vegetation 
is cleaned and cleared out of leaf piles where 
snakes may be in hiding. Don’t let the dog roam 

By Gary Tanner
gtanner@cherokeetribune.com

On Wednesday, the last of 13 
people charged in a series of vio-
lent clashes between rival factions 
of the Bloods street gang in Canton 
last summer was jailed in Cher-
okee County after being arrested 
and extradited from Baltimore.

A street fight on the night of June 
24 of last year erupted into a gun-
fight the next night in the middle 
of Crisler Street and spilled into 
adjacent Burge Park. Two of the 
people in that shootout were killed. 
On July 11, authorities said, three 

members of one faction shot into 
the residence of a witness to the 
earlier shooting.

Law enforcement leaders in Cher-
okee County said an incident like 
the Crisler Street shootout is so 
unusual here, it might give people 
the impression street gang activity 
is more prevalent than it really is.

“As far as gangs running ram-
pant, we don’t see that. Our offi-
cers do come in contact with people 
from time to time who claim an 
affiliation with a gang,” said Canton 
Police Chief Mark Mitchell. 

Woodstock is the county’s largest 
city and also rarely experiences 

street gang activity, according to 
police Chief Calvin Moss.

“I would describe gang activity 
in Woodstock as very rare,” Moss 
said last week. “We occasionally 
come in contact with people who 
claim they have a gang affiliation, 
but I would say that most of the 
time those are wannabes.”

Holly Springs Police Chief 
Michael Carswell said the situa-
tion is the same in his city.

Cherokee County Sheriff Frank 
Reynolds said that among coun-
ties in suburban Atlanta, Cherokee 

Cops: Gang activity rare in Cherokee communities

Staff reports

HICKORY FLAT — A group of people who 
live near a transitional housing ministry 
for men with addictions met at a local 
restaurant Thursday and expressed sym-
pathy for the ministry residents, but a 
desire that the program relocate.

“It’s the right thing, in the wrong place. 
And that’s what zoning is all about,” said 
meeting organizer Richard Jordan, who 
lives on Old Country Place near the 
housing facility.

Vision Warriors staff has responded 
to the opposition saying that the church 
is not in violation of any rules and does 
not pose any threat to its neighbors.

The church currently hosts services 
and houses about 20 men in transitional 
housing.

Vision Warriors Founder and Execu-
tive Director Kirk Driskell has said the 
question of proper zoning is moot, as 

the church received its permits upon 
its acquisition of the property late last 
year. The property previously served 
as temporary housing for missionaries.

About 40 people, most who live nearby, 
attended a meeting Thursday night at a 
local restaurant.

Several people said the ministry began 
operating months ago, but that neigh-
bors are just now finding out about it.

Jordan said he learned of the ministry 
after one of its residents twice knocked 
on his door while he was out of town, 
asking his wife if he could board a horse 
in the family’s pasture.

Two women in the meeting said that 
Vision Warriors residents have been 
yelling at women who live in the area.

“I have met with Kirk and we’ve prayed 
together,” Jordan said. “He’s a great guy 
and I told him we can get you relocated, 
I would like to serve on your board.”

Jordan suggested the community could 

help raise money to make it easier for 
Vision Warriors to move to a more appro-
priate location in an industrial or com-
mercial area.

County zoning staff previously said 
last week they would be looking into 
whether the church is in violation of any 
zoning uses.

Jordan and others said they believe 
that because the use of the property has 
changed, a zoning exception that belonged 
to the previous owner of the property 
should not transfer to Vision Warriors.

In the meantime, people who attended 
the meeting were encouraged to send 
an email to Cherokee County Commis-
sion Chairman Buzz Ahrens, District 2 
Commissioner Raymond Gunnin and 
county planning staff.

Meeting attendee Marty Benton, who 
said he is a friend of both Jordan and 
Driskell, said “I don’t think Kirk’s going 
to want to stay in that area.”

Neighbors await county action on addiction ministry

Crisler Street and Burge Park, seen here on Friday, were the site of a 
deadly gang shootout last summer, authorities said. / Staff-Gary TannerSee GANG, A8
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freely in areas where bushes 
are overgrown. For back-
yards that have yet to been 
cleaned out, keep the dog 
leashed until you clear/clean 
out those areas in the yard 
that need work.

Though many of Nutt’s tips 
are geared for dogs, the same 
advice can be applied for 
felines. Cats often have more 
of a likelihood of roaming 
outside freely, especially if 
they’re outdoor cats.

If your pet is bitten by 
a snake, don’t try to catch 
the snake. If possible, take 
a photo of the snake to show 
the veterinarian the type of 
reptile that bit your pet.

A bite can be identified as 
a swelling puncture to the 
face, legs or paws. Any yelp 
or whimpering is a good 
indicator the animal was 
bitten and should prompt an 
inspection, Nutt said. Seeping 

fluid or blood, bruising, and 
swelling around the site of 
the wound will confirm a bite. 
Swelling and color changes to 
the tissue can occur quickly. 
Venom can cause the animal 
to vomit, have depressed res-
piration, become lethargic, 
appear confused and create 
general lack of coordination.

“Keep the animal calm,” 
Nutt advises. The more 
excited an animal gets causes 
the heart to pump more blood 
through its system and spread 
venom. Bring the animal in 
to see a veterinarian as soon 
possible. Typically an EKG 
will be done. “Different types 
of toxins affect the heart 
muscle, and infiltrate the 
blood system, causing blood 
coagulation. In that case a 
transfusion is necessary,” 
Nutt said. 

“The tissue at the site of 
the bite can become infected 
and potentially gangrene,” 
said Nutt. “Venom can 
wreak havoc on the heart 
muscle and animals can die 
if untreated within a 24-hour 

period. The anti-venom is 
expensive for the veterinarian 
office to keep in stock so a 
trip to an emergency facility 
might be necessary.”

Additional snakebite 
treatment is required and 
can include antihistamine 
to reduce the reaction to the 
bite, pain medication, anti-
biotics to reduce secondary 
infections, oxygen therapy, 
veterinarian visits to monitor 
shock and follow up blood 
tests to assess organ func-
tion or any possible damage. 

According to the Georgia 
Department of Natural 
Resources, six types of snakes 
are venomous in Georgia. 
Of 46 snake species known 
in the state, you need to be 
wary of these six types ranked 
from most dangerous to least: 
Eastern Diamondback Rattle-
snake, Cottonmouth (Water 
Moccasin), Eastern Coral 
Snake, Copperhead, Timber 
Rattlesnake and Pigmy Rat-
tlesnake. For more infor-
mation visit: tinyurl.com/
y8t5ugvc.

Presented by Nelson Elder Care Law & Northside Hospital Cherokee

Registration is required. For more information 
or to register, please call (770) 296-1513

When your needs are 
taken care of, the person 
you care for will benefit, 
too. Caring for yourself is 
one of the most 
important—and one important—and one of 
the most often forgotten 
things you can do when 
caring for someone else.

Join us for a free presentation and Lunch 
to learn about...
 ~ Resources available right here in your 
    community 
 ~ Family support groups 
 ~ The necessary legal documents needed to 
      protect you and your loved ones
 ~ Benefits available to help cover the cost 
  of care

Enjoy a Complimentary Chef-prepared Lunch
Thursday, May 17th | 12:30 pm at Camellia Place

294 Rope Mill Road | Woodstock, GA 30188 
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Enjoy a Complimentary Chef-prepared Lunch 
Thursday, May 17th | 12:30 pm at Camellia Place 

294 Rope Mill Road | Woodstock, GA 30188

Join us for a free presentation 
and Lunch to learn about...

- Resources available right here in 
your community

- Family support groups

- The necessary legal documents 
needed to protect you and your 
loved ones

- Benefits available to help cover 
the cost of care

South State Checking. 
Free with eStatements.

If you’re looking for a checking account that’s 
free, South State Checking is just right for you.  

When you sign up for eStatements, your  
account is free.1 Plus, you can manage your 
account anytime, anywhere with our online  
and mobile options.2 Stop by and open an  
account —we look forward to serving you! 

1. You can avoid the $5 Monthly Maintenance Charge if on the final day of your statement cycle you have 
signed up to receive electronic statements (“eStatements”). You must be enrolled in Online Banking 
to receive eStatements. If you do not sign up to receive eStatements, your Online Banking access is 
terminated, or you withdraw your consent to receive eStatements, your Account will be subject to the 
Maintenance Charge, which will be debited from your account without further notice to you and will 
appear on your Account statement.  2. Message and data rates may apply.  Member FDIC.

Canton / 1925 Marrietta Highway / (770) 479-2111 
SouthStateBank.com

Jones Building. Any choice 
or combination of residen-
tial, office, assembly event 
space, arts, museum, retail or 
educational/academic space 
would determine price struc-
tures according to use. Rein-
forcement of thicker beams, 
girders and columns would 
be required, for example, 
if the third floor became a 
dance venue versus if it were 
used for condominiums. 

Additional remedial work 
is needed, after discovering 
some wood floors were cov-
ered with tiling where black 
mastic (containing asbestos) 
was used as an adhesive. 
Removing that wood is 
recommended as opposed 
to sanding it. There were 
sections of splined flooring 
visible as a sub floor that 

looked in solid condition. 
The street level has some 
punched openings that will 
need steel reinforcements 
estimated at $12,000 to 
$15,000 to repair. The cur-
rent Phase 1 scope is aver-
aging $70 per square foot 
based on 42,900 square feet, 
and the Phase 2 structural 
costs were approximated at 
$540,000.

Pyburn suggested applying 
for Historic Preservation tax 
credits which could offset 
some of the costs. The city 
would require more research 
on this process, and officials 
expressed interest, partic-
ularly if the city proceeded 
with development on its own 
versus partnering with devel-
opers. Chief Financial Officer 
Nathan Ingram said if the 
city were solely paying for 
Phase II, to the estimated 
costs of $6 million, it would 
require the city to find addi-
tional funding. 

Councilmember Jack 
Goodman said feedback 
he’s heard is there isn’t any-
thing to do in Canton and 
the development of this main 
downtown historic building 
represents an opportunity 
to bring people into Canton. 

Council members have 
mixed ideas as to the vision 
for the building. Goodwin 
and Nick Estes agreed sur-
veying council for poten-
tial uses and comparing 
it to community feedback 
would help to identify what 
the best use for the building 
might be. Councilmember 
Bill Grant said that the main 
goal was to save the building, 
and that has been accom-
plished. With so many con-
siderations, Estes said the 
city would have to structure 
the decision making pro-
cess. Officials are exploring 
all options before Phase 1 is 
expected to be completed 
by July. 

BUILDING
From A1

Above: Council member Bill Grant, left, looks at exposed ceilings in the basement level of an 
interior tour of the Jones Building. Below: Jones Building original windows were taken offsite 
for lead paint removal and reinstalled. / Staff-Margaret Waage

PETS
From A1

Trump’s prescription to reduce 
drug prices takes small steps
By Matthew Perrone 
and Jill Colvin
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s long-prom-
ised plan to bring down drug 
prices would mostly spare 
the pharmaceutical industry 
he previously accused of 
“getting away with murder.” 
Instead he focuses on pri-
vate competition and more 
openness to reduce Ameri-
ca’s prescription pain.

In Rose Garden remarks 
at the White House Friday, 
Trump called his plan the 
“most sweeping action in 
history to lower the price 
of prescription drugs for 
the American people.” But 
it does not include his cam-
paign pledge to use the mas-
sive buying power of the gov-
ernment’s Medicare program 
to directly negotiate lower 
prices for seniors.

That idea has long been 
supported by Democrats but 
is a non-starter for drug-

makers and most Repub-
licans in Congress. Demo-
cratic Rep. Lloyd Doggett 
of Texas dismissed Trump’s 
plan as “a sugar-coated 
nothing pill.”

The administration will 
pursue a raft of old and 
new measures intended to 

improve competition and 
transparency in the com-
plex drug pricing system. 
But most of the measures 
could take months or years 
to implement, and none 
would stop drugmakers 
from setting sky-high ini-
tial prices.

President Donald Trump speaks during an event about pre-
scription drug prices with Health and Human Services Secre-
tary Alex Azar, left, in the Rose Garden of the White House in 
Washington on Friday. / AP-Carolyn Kaster
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