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illustration Installation view,
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A Voyage To Inner Space

the irish times  March 20, 2002
illustration “20 0: 41 . 39 32”

from “Memory Index”
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Photographs can be transformed into a journey through the 
imagination - by the right hands, writes Medb Ruane

Bill Albertini’s Dissecting Solaris at Temple Bar Gallery is 
a fine technological adventure, beautifully conceived and 
executed. It’s a measure of the so-what overload that the 
most eyecatching feature connected with it is the DVD 
players in the middle of the gallery. 

Dissecting Solaris chops up and reconfigures Andrei 
Tarkovsky’s 1972 movie Solaris. This immediately brings us 
into the territory of those who know the movie and those who 
don’t. Before you fumble with the latest edition of Halliwell’s 
movie guide, give yourself permission to be less than 
completely familiar with its filmography, because Tarkovsky 
was working within a very difficult Soviet film culture, and 
Solaris might have remained confined to underground cults 
if it hadn’t miraculously won a prize at Cannes. 

We’re told Solaris is a kind of 2001 — A Space Odyssey, 
where science fiction throws up big moral questions. 
Tarkovsky is a Dostoyevsky of film, and Albertini’s challenge 
is to simultaneously honour the auteur while deconstructing 
his original technology. He does this obsessively and 
thoroughly, keeping Tarkovsky’s themes of memory and 
imagination uppermost. In the movie, a team of cosmonauts 
orbits an ocean-covered planet, the energy of which can 
make their dreams come true. Wherefore reality?  

Computer-generated photographs lift images directly from 
the movie stills or lift Albertini’s own memories of the movie 
to the level of movie stills. His Memory Index series stacks 
some hundreds of perfect little images almost edge to edge 
on two walls in what is part file box, part set of still lifes.

Larger inkjet images and acrylic paintings play deeper games 
with the imagery, near a set of so-called C-print storyboards 
on aluminium and plexiglass, while the DVD players unfold 
computer-generated pictures of the Solaris Lab, Room and 
Corridor. Various printing timings lend an assurance that 
what we see is the genuine article.
 
Such intense attention to detail has a pay-off in that the 
show is a kind of a journey through Albertini’s technology 
and Tarkovsky’s heroic imagination. It’s as if Neverland 
has been brought to a gallery near you, with your role as 
viewer to take on the guise of Peter Pan and wonder at the 
virtual possibilities before you. There are enough de- and re-
constructivist twists to fuel a blizzard of postgraduate theses. 
Fortunately, however, it isn’t overwhelmed by its academic 
genealogy. 

Dissecting Solaris, Bill Albertini, Temple Bar gallery and 
studios until 13 April 

Art: Wide angles on reality
SUNDAY TIMES 24 March 2002 Culture

Medb Ruane  review
Wide Angle On Reality

the sunday times London
March 24, 2002 

Culture Colour Supplement 
illustration “20 0: 41 . 39 32”  from 

“Memory Index”
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Robert Mahoney review
Dissecting Solaris

timeout March 29–April 5, 2001 
illustration “19 0; 31.10 04”, 2001
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Saul Ostrow  article
The Real, The Symbolic and The Imagined:

Making The Present Presentable
ny arts May, 2001

illustrations “09 0;52.15 09”
from set props to sculpture (yellow glass)

and “12 0;55.52 05,”
from “Memory Index,” 2000, p. 20
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Saul Ostrow  article
The Real, The Symbolic and The Imagined:

Making The Present Presentable
ny arts May, 2001

illustrations “09 0;52.15 09”
from set props to sculpture (yellow glass)

and “12 0;55.52 05,”
from “Memory Index,” 2000, p. 20
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Saul Ostrow  article
The Real, The Symbolic and The Imagined:

Making The Present Presentable
ny arts May, 2001

illustrations “09 0;52.15 09”
from set props to sculpture (yellow glass)

and “12 0;55.52 05,”
from “Memory Index,” 2000, p. 20
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Saul Ostrow  article
The Real, The Symbolic and The Imagined:

Making The Present Presentable
ny arts May, 2001

illustrations “09 0;52.15 09”
from set props to sculpture (yellow glass)

and “12 0;55.52 05,”
from “Memory Index,” 2000, p. 20
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Scott Weiland article
Virtual2, Bill Albertini and Mariko Mori 

ny arts June, 1999
p. 32
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Joy Fyfe review
They Liked What They Saw at the

Rotunda Gallery
the phoenix New York, October, 1993

illustration Untitled, 1991
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review
Contemporary Art Exhibit on view at Gallery

bay news October 18, 1993
illustration Untitled, 1991
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Susan Tallman review
At Althea Viafora

art in america January 1992 
illustration Display, 1991, p. 121
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Dorothy Shinn review
Sculpture Show At Kent State Mocks

Postmodernist Aesthetics
the beacon journal

Cleveland, Ohio, November 3, 1991 
illustration Untitled, 1988
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Patricia Gonzalez review
La Historia Paralela de Bill Díaz Albertini

esta semana Costa Rica,
September 1991

illustration Moth, 1988, p. 17
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Robert Mahoney review
at Althea Viafora Gallery

arts magazine April 1990
illustration Out of Order, 1989, p. 108
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Judd Tully review
Baroque-O-Vision 

cover magazine February 1990
illustration Home Entertainment

Center, 1989, p. 10
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Judd Tully review
Baroque-O-Vision 

cover magazine February 1990
illustration Home Entertainment

Center, 1989, p. 10
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Michael Brenson review
at Althea Viafora Gallery

new york times January 5, 1990
Weekend Section, p. 29c



w
w

w
.b

ill
al

be
rt
in

i.c
om

  
 N

ew
 Y

or
k 

 p
ag

e 
 6

0

Michael Brenson review
Positive Show, Jack Tilton Gallery, New York

the new york times
February 24, 1989




