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WORLD & NATION

NATO: NO ATTACK
NATO and Polish leaders
said there is no indication
that a missile that struck
Polish territory Tuesday was
an intentional Russian
attack as governments in
the alliance moved to
defuse the incident. Page B3
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VT. COLD WEATHER AID
STILL AVAILABLE
For most of Vermont’s
cold-weather months, the state
will once again pay to house
low-income Vermonters
experiencing homelessness in
hotels and motels. But that
promise of help comes with a lot of caveats. Page A2
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Finding the message in the medium
ART REVIEW

By ERIC SUTPHIN
For the Valley News

I ’ve always been drawn to
art that resists easy classi-
fication. There are certain

attributes of a sculpture or
painting that we tend to accept
as fact.

The formulation is some-
thing like “that thing is two-di-
mensional and shows me
something, so it must be a
painting.” Or “that object is on
a pedestal and I can walk
around it, so it must be a
sculpture.” Easy. But when a
painting poses as a sculpture,
or a wall relief adopts the
traits of a collage, that friction
between tidy classification and
the glorious messiness of art

only contributes to the delight
of encountering it.

On view at the William H. &
Sonja Carlson Davidow ’56
Fine Art Gallery at Colby-
Sawyer College in New Lon-
don, an exhibition aptly titled
Conversations features the
work of Sana Musasama and
Jenny Swanson. Both artists
use ceramic, albeit in different
ways, and eschew traditional
forms in favor of more experi-
mental creations. The artists
have history: They’re friends
and colleagues, and each has
exhibited widely.

The show is arranged more
or less with Swanson’s ce-
ramic work along the left side
of the space and Musasama’s
mixed media wall-hung works

along the right. As you circle
through the gallery a few
times and let the work settle
in, you start to see the subtle
ways in which the artists are in
dialogue with each other. The
works whisper across the
gallery at each other about no-
tions of fragility, resilience,
texture, soft-versus-hard, flat-
ness and space.

Swanson and Musasama
seem to hold space for each
other. Swanson’s lyricism plays
well against Musasama’s vari-
ations on a theme. The latter’s
messaging is more overt. For
example, the Girl Soldiers and
Unspeakable series both draw
from her experiences working
in Sierra Leone with girls who
have been subject to systemic,

ritualized abuse.
Girl Soldiers Series 2 (2012)

is a small wall-hung assem-
blage that features a mummy-
like figure set against an ob-
long clay form that is scarified
with markings. A multicolored
braid crosses the figure’s body,
almost like she’s holding a
jump rope. The work is haunt-
ing and echoes a sense of lost
youth. As you read more about
Musasama’s career, it be-
comes clear that the intense
tactility of her work often cor-
relates to the activism that has
been a central part of her life
for decades.

S w a n s o n’s work tends to be
lighter in subject and is at-

COURTESY PHOTOGRAPH
Jenny Swanson’s piece “What Is Your Footprint” f ro m
the show “Sana Musasama & Jenny Swanson:
Conver sations” on display at Colby-Sawyer College in
New London until Dec. 17.

By ANNMARIE TIMMINS
New Hampshire Bulletin

The “open enrollment” window to buy sub-
sidized health care from the federal govern-
ment opened Nov. 1 and runs through Jan. 15.
Here’s the bigger news: A fix of the so-called
“family glitch” means thousands more people
may now qualify for cheaper insurance — but
not know it.

“We ’re worried that if people had checked
on this program in years past, they (may not
have qualified) and now they won’t come back
and check again,” said Jeremy Smith, pro-
gram director for First Choice Services, one
of two federally funded programs that help
Granite Staters navigate options and enroll-

ment. “So we’re trying to make sure that peo-
ple know that this is a special year and that
they need to come look at it.”

The family glitch fix is one of three signifi-
cant changes to the federal subsidized health
plans. The Inflation Reduction Act extends
two others enacted under the American Res-
cue Plan Act: more generous subsidies and no
income limit to apply, meaning people who
lost subsidies when their income increased
even slightly will instead see subsidies taper
off but not disappear.

This year’s open enrollment period is es-
pecially important because it coincides with
the anticipated end of the federal public

‘Family glitch’ fix opens
up cheaper insurance

NEW HAMPSHIRE

By RILEY ROBINSON
V TDigger

OneCare, the nonprofit that distributes
millions of public and private health care dol-
lars to providers throughout Vermont, has
asked state regulators to greenlight a $15
million operating budget — a slight decrease
from this year — as part of an annual review
process.

This is the first OneCare budget cycle for
most members of the Green Mountain Care
Board, the five-member body that regulates
major players in Vermont’s health care sec-
tor, including hospitals. And the board’s new
members seem keen to put OneCare execu-
tives in the hot seat.

During a five-hour marathon hearing last
week, the board repeatedly pressed
OneCare executives for quantitative results,

whether that meant reducing Vermonters’
health care costs or improving their quality
of care.

“Vermonters, either through taxpayer-
funded health care groups, out-of-pocket ex-
penses, copays or insurance, have borne the
bulk of those staggering numbers,” said
Owen Foster, the board’s new chair, at the
start of the meeting. “And for that they de-
serve results.”

Thom Walsh, who was appointed to the
board in December, asked OneCare CEO
Vicki Loner to name the organization’s top
three key performance indicators, or met-
rics of success. Loner declined to name any,
saying, “They ’re going to our board to be re-
viewed.”

OneCare is an accountable care organiza-

Vt. regulators ask OneCare
for measurable results

Dartmouth rugby player Ariana Ramsey, center, leads her teammates for warmups during practice
on Tuesday in Hanover. Ramsey tore her ACL while playing in the Tokyo Olympics, missing last

year ’s National Intercollegiate Rugby Association championship run, but she’s back and ready to play
as Dartmouth hosts the finals this weekend at Whitey Burnham Field. Story, page B1.

BACK IN THE SCRUM

VALLEY NEWS — JENNIFER HAUCK

By PATRICK O’GR ADY
Valley News Correspondent

CLAREMONT — The city councilors tasked
with investigating the recent conduct of fellow
Councilor James Contois began their inquiry
Wednesday with a fact-finding request.

The three-person panel asked any people in-
volved in a conflict between Contois and an auto
dealer, who alleges Contois trespassed on his
dealership’s property and attempted to influence
the police chief to lift a no-trespass order against
him, to provide sworn statements to the panel.

“Certainly everyone who has a statement
should be writing down as detailed a statement as
possible as to what happened and where it hap-
pened and any documents you have,” said Assis-
tant Mayor Deb Matteau, who was chosen to
chair the committee. “We prefer it to be sworn
(notarized).”

Matteau said they want the statements sub-

Counc il
b eg i n s

probe of
counc ilor
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SEE AR T A5



West Lebanon Valley News - 11/17/2022 Page : A05

January 4, 2023 9:19 am (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

LOCAL & REGIONAL Thur sday, N ove m b e r 1 7, 2022 | VALLEY NEWS A5www.vnews.c om

tion, or ACO. It’s been de-
scribed as a policy experi-
ment because it’s intended to
shift the state’s health care
spending from a fee-for-ser-
vice model to one in which
providers get a flat fee per pa-
tient, with incentives to keep
people well for the lowest
cost. It funnels money from
Medicare, Medicaid and pri-
vate insurers to health care
providers across the state,
ranging from big hospitals to
independent primary care
doctors.

OneCare has a $15 million
operating budget to manage
these various contracts be-
tween payers and providers
and to conduct data analysis
of the health care system. Its
operating costs are funded by
Vermont hospitals, which pay
millions in fees each year to
be part of the ACO.

Tom Borys, OneCare’s
vice president of finance,
cited OneCare’s increased
enrollment as one of his top
indicators of success. He ar-
gued that increased partici-
pation in an ACO model is in-
herently good because it
changes the incentive struc-
ture behind participants’
health care.

But Walsh quickly cut him
off, seemingly unimpressed.

“What I’m struggling to
find is an outcome that would
be meaningful to Vermonters,
and you may be able to say
something like ‘reduced
(emergency department) vis-
its,’ ” Walsh said. “Those are
outcome measures that mat-
ter to patients, and I can’t find
them.”

As part of this year’s bud-
get process, OneCare submit-
ted a study comparing it with
a group of 20 similar ACOs
nationwide. OneCare outper-
formed other ACOs on some
cost metrics, including cost of
inpatient and outpatient
surgeries.

However, it found

OneCare patients went to the
emergency department at
significantly greater rates,
averaging 36% higher than
patients in other ACOs. Ver-
monters in OneCare had 18%
fewer visits to primary care
providers and paid 30% more
for prescription drugs.

In a June 2021 report,
State Auditor Doug Hoffer
recommended that the care
board find a clear way to mea-
sure the ACO’s effectiveness,
to determine whether
OneCare saved Vermonters
more money than it cost. The
auditor said that assessment
should be a prerequisite for
any new all-payer agreement
with the federal government,
which is expected to be
worked out in the next few
years.

“On a high level … it’s im-
portant that any regulated
entity, like OneCare going be-
fore the board, gets a good,
careful review,” Mike Fisher,
chief health care advocate at
Vermont Legal Aid, said after
the hearing. “And so I’m
pleased to see the level of
questioning from the board.”

OneCare executives
pushed back on some of the
board members’ demands for
quantitative impact. They ar-
gued that changing the entire
health care system takes a
long time.

“How do you manage the
one-year payer contract cy-
cles and performance expec-
tations with long-term out-
comes that, our clinicians re-
mind us all the time, it’s going
to take years, decades, gener-
ations to address?” OneCare
Chief Operating Officer Sara
Barry said.

When governments or or-
ganizations invest in big, up-
stream factors that impact
people’s health — things
such housing, walkable com-
munities and food security —
those benefits don’t have an
immediate, measurable im-
pact on the health of a group,
Loner said. OneCare execu-

tives also noted that about
half of the ACO’s lifespan has
been during the COVID-19
pandemic.

Walsh agreed with execu-
tives that systems change is a
long game but countered that
six years should be enough
time to at least have some
way of measuring results.

“If OneCare’s role was to
support through data analyt-
ics, maybe trainings and
other things over time,
w o u l d n’t there be improve-
ments that we could point to,
right?” Walsh said. “If we look
year over year, and it’s been
going on for five or six years,
w o u l d n’t there be improve-
ments that we could point to,
even if it’s just a little piece?”

About 296,000 Vermonters
are “attributed” to OneCare
— meaning they see a
provider who participates in
OneCare and is accountable
to the ACO’s performance
targets. These 296,000 pa-
tients are expected to gener-
ate $1.4 billion in health care
spending in 2023, an expected
$97 million increase from this
y e a r.

Overall, OneCare’s re-
quested $15 million operating
budget would reduce its ex-
penses by about $248,000, or
1.6%, from 2022. The ACO cut
costs by reducing its in-per-
son workspace and by com-
bining some operations, such
as data analytics, with UVM
Health Network, executives
told the care board.

OneCare’s budget request
includes a roughly 3% cost-of-
living increase for employees.
If the budget were approved,
Loner, the CEO, would make
more than $490,000 next year.

Aside from the organiza-
t i o n’s operating expenses,
OneCare would also be re-
sponsible for another $29.9
million, which it would dis-
tribute to health care
providers throughout the
state.

That money includes
bonus payments for

providers who reach certain
population health goals. It
would also fund targeted in-
vestment and programs in
specific areas, such as about
$212,000 for the state’s five
nonprofit Area Agencies on
Aging.

In response to questioning
by Foster, Loner said
OneCare had conducted no
cost-benefit analysis on how
it should allocate money to
particular programs or types
of providers.

The proposed budget
would raise hospital partici-
pation fees by 1%, generating
a total of $19.8 million. If ap-
proved, this budget also “es-
calates risk quite dramati-
cally ” for Vermont hospitals,
Borys, OneCare’s vice presi-
dent of finance, told the care
board.

By participating in
OneCare, hospitals join a risk
pool. If hospitals meet certain
cost targets and quality goals
by the end of the year, hospi-
tals can earn funds from the
pool. If hospitals miss these

targets, they could owe
money — potentially millions.
Theoretically, this payment
model is meant to change fi-
nancial incentives, to encour-
age coordinated care and re-
duce expensive or unneces-
sary services.

With the onset of the pan-
demic, OneCare had substan-
tially reduced how much risk
hospitals took on through
their shared pool, from $42
million in the pre-pandemic
portion of 2020, down to about
$16 million for the past couple
years. The proposed 2023
budget would raise the stakes
for hospitals back to roughly
pre-pandemic levels, at $36
million.

At last week’s meeting,
Foster asked OneCare execu-
tives what the hospitals’ risk
actually means: If a hospital
fails to meet certain targets
and owes money at the end of
the year, who ultimately pays
that penalty?

“Would any executives or
individuals who are responsi-
ble for that loss have, actually,

any skin in the game?” Fo s t e r
said.

Hospital leaders are not
individually responsible to
OneCare’s goals, Borys said,
but they are accountable to
their boards.

“In the sense that if they
had to make a large shared
loss payment, the boards are
going to consider that when
evaluating management,”
Borys said.

“So if the hospitals, ulti-
mately as an organization,
would foot the bill, is it fair to
say that by and large, Ver-
monters are paying that?”
Foster said. “Given that’s the
source of the revenue
streams?”

“I think through exten-
sion, there’s some truth to
that,” Borys said. “But I will
also add that the complexity
of health care funding is
huge. And if the general belief
is that every dollar that funds
health care comes from indi-
vidual people, which is proba-
bly fair, then I’d say the an-
swer is yes.”
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tuned to nature in a particu-
larly sensitive way. Most of
S w a n s o n’s work in this exhi-
bition takes the form of large,
ceramic discs that are glazed
in many combinations of
muted tans, rich pewters,
creams and blacks. She uses
various glaze techniques to
achieve different sheens and
lusters within each piece. For
example, a passage of glass-
like silvery gray might blend
into a more matte passage.
You might think of Swanson’s
technique as collage in clay.

Screen (2022) features a
series of stacked ribbonlike
forms and an eye shape
against a matte brown disc.
The cut-out shapes here, and
in other instances, recall the
rhythmic forms found in Ma-
tisse cutouts from the 1930s.
The all-seeing eye is a uni-
versal symbol of wisdom and
knowledge, and makes for a
potent accent.

Groundcover (2022) is a
piece set on a pedestal, giv-
ing a more traditional sculp-
tural presence. The large
disc is covered in curlicue,
flower and other organic
forms. The dense layer of
formed-earthenware and
porcelain shapes gives the
impression of a forest floor
thick with lichen, fungi and
other flora that might inhabit
the shady ground in the
woods. This work was placed
near a large picture window
that looks out into the moun-
tains and fields, which played
well against the undulating
patterns that appear on
many of the pieces. In Gath-
ered 2 (2022), a frieze of deli-
cate leaflike shapes are ar-

ranged neatly across the cen-
ter of the satiny surface.

The works in this exhibi-
tion recall a brief but interest-
ing artistic movement in the
late 1960s known as “eccentric
abstraction,” a term coined by
feminist art historian Lucy
Lippard. The connection ex-
ists in the way Musasama and
S w a n s o n’s work evades classi-
cal interpretations of “sculp -
ture.” Eccentric abstraction
came into being during the

Vietnam War, and the undefin-
able characteristics of some of
that work parallels the incom-
prehensible tragedy that
came as a result. The socio-
political implications in Swan-
son and Musasama’s work,
which include climate change
and human rights, suggests a
similar formal impulse.

Musasama’s Pa n d e m i c
Survival Mode series features
small, roundish conglomera-
tions of ceramic, yarn, thread,
sewing needles and other ma-
terials. A selection of these
are displayed in a row along a
wall in the gallery. As you ex-
amine their bumpy surfaces
and multicolored adornments,
they recall old-school pin
cushions or thorny coron-
avirus cells. They emit a kind
of neurotic energy, which
makes sense given that they
were made at the height of the
pandemic under lockdown.

Each artist reveals in their
own way how art can hold a
mirror to the world to reveal
things both tragic and sub-
lime.

Jenny Swanson and
Sana Musasama: Conversa-
tions is on view at the
William H. & Sonja Carlson
Davidow ’56 Fine Art Gallery
at Colby-Sawyer College
through Dec. 17. More infor-
mation at www.colby-
sawyer.edu/galler y.

COURTESY PHOTOGRAPH
Ceramic artists Jenny
Swanson, left, and Sana
Musasama are showing
their work at the William H.
and Sonja Carlson Davidow
’56 Fine Art Gallery at Colby-
Sawyer College in New
London until Dec. 17.
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SALE WEEK HOURS: Mon, Fri 10-3, Sat 10-3 
Monday & Thursday 10-3, Saturday 10-2 • Mastercard/Visa

LIKE TO 
KNIT?
Come in 

and Browse!

find us on facebook: HodgePodge Yarns and Fibers
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Hodgepodge 
Yarns & 
Fibers

An extra 10% off 
sale bin items.

30% off all yarns in stock. 
20% off needle sets & books.

Black Friday 
Nov. 25th 

and Saturday 
Nov. 26th.

Local Vendors from the Upper Valley and beyond gather to show and sell their artisan 

wares, providing a central location for community-conscious holiday shopping. Kids’ activities, 

delicious food and festive drink specials, a visit from Santa, and horse-drawn carriage rides. A festive 

start to the holiday season.

Tickets required for entry:

VIP Entry $10/adult. Ticket price includes one (1) holiday cocktail or lie-bation to

enjoy while shopping plus free horse-drawn carriage ride. Child 12 and under are free but

must be accompanied by a ticketed adult.

General Admission Tickets at no cost, allows entry into shopping and children’s indoor activities only.

lakemoreyresort.com for more details and tickets

December 10th from 10-4  |  82 Clubhouse Road, Fairlee, VT 05482

HOLIDAY MARKET

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2  |  4:00 - 7:00 PM
DOWNTOWN HANOVER, NH

Celebrate the Season

CHILI COOK-OFF ON ALLEN STREET 5:30 - 6:30 PM

DINE AND SHOP DOWNTOWN WITH EXTENDED HOURS, SPECIALS, 
RAFFLES, TREATS AND MORE!

DARTMOUTH’S TREE LIGHTING ON THE GREEN 5:00 - 5:30 PM

 VISIT WITH SANTA AND FRIENDS AT MASCOMA BANK

Full list of details: tinyurl.com/CelebrateTheSeason2022

Make the Season Special
Bundle Up And Join In The Fun Of This Dazzling, Family-Oriented Night!

UPPER VALLEY
Business Alliance

377 North Main Street, West Lebanon, NH 03784
603-448-1203    uppervalleybusinessalliance.com

NE-405503

- N O T I C E -

LYME NH – THETFORD VT 14460

ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION TO HOLD A PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING.  THE 
MEETING WILL BE HELD TO PROVIDE INFORMATION ON THE PROJECT’S 
DEVELOPMENT AND REVIEW THE CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE FOR THE 
PROJECT.  THE PROJECT, CURRENTLY IN CONSTRUCTION, WILL REHABILITATE 
AND PAINT THE RED LIST BRIDGE THAT CARRIES EAST THETFORD ROAD OVER 
THE CONNECTICUT RIVER (BR. NO. 053/112) BETWEEN THE TOWNS OF LYME, 
NH AND THETFORD, VERMONT.  HISTORICAL PROPERTIES ELIGIBLE FOR OR 
LISTED ON THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES EXIST WITHIN THE 
PROJECT AREA.  
ANY INDIVIDUALS NEEDING ASSISTANCE OR AUXILIARY COMMUNICATION 
EQUIPMENT DUE TO SENSORY IMPAIRMENT OR OTHER DISABILITY SHOULD 
CONTACT THE BUREAU OF RIGHT-OF-WAY, NHDOT, 7 HAZEN DRIVE, PO BOX 
483, CONCORD, NH 03302-0483 - TDD ACCESS: RELAY NH 1-800-735-2964.  
NOTIFICATION FOR THE NEED OF ASSISTANCE SHOULD BE MADE AT THE 
EARLIEST CONVENIENCE.  THIS PROJECT WILL BE ADMINISTERED ACCORDING 
TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF TITLE VI OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964 
AND RELATED STATUTES TO ENSURE NON-DISCRIMINATION.  INFORMATION 
ABOUT THE PROJECT CAN BE FOUND ON THE NHDOT WEB SITE AT  
HTTP://WWW.NH.GOV/DOT/PROJECTS/SPECIFICS.HTM

THE MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR:
MONDAY 

NOVEMBER 28, 2022

6:30 PM

ANDERSON HALL AT THETFORD ACADEMY 

304 ACADEMY ROAD 

THETFORD, VT

 VICTORIA F. SHEEHAN
 COMMISSIONER
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