
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sample Student Work from  
Character Design, Fall 2018 



Playing	with	Proportions:	Babies	with	Robot	Limbs	
	
I	want	to	make	a	model	like	this	to	play	with	proportion.	I	stuck	with	a	pretty	standard	body	
type	with	my	most	recent	model	and	I	really	want	to	push	form	language	to	the	limits	with	this	
coming	project.	I	am	experiencing	pretty	universal	burn	out	in	all	my	classes	right	now,	so	I	just	
really	want	a	project	that	I	feel	like	I	can	engage	with	creatively—	pushing	the	concept	to	limits,	
instead	of	myself	for	once.	A	model	like	this	would	let	me	have	fun	and	use	what	I	now	know	
about	Maya	to	make	a	character	that	strongly	expressing	the	form	language	of	age	and	body	
type	of	the	character.	Proportion	is	also	a	visual	form	I’ve	been	dabbling	in	and	really	want	to	
push.		
As	a	deliverable	I	am	interested	in	rigging	and	animating	my	model.	I	think	a	model	with	these	
proportions	(and	just	the	contextual	movement	of	how	babies	move	and	hold	themselves)	
would	have	a	really	unique	walk	cycle	and	mannerisms.	I’d	love	to	conceptualize	those.	To	that	
effect	I’d	like	to	make	a	video	short	portraying	the	model	with	audio	to	show	character	through	
design	and	mannerism.		
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Sketches and Ideas
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Responses to the University-wide questions about the course:

SA A N D SD N/A Your
Median

University-
Wide
Median

School/College
Median

This course advanced my understanding of the subject matter. 3 1 0 0 0 0 4.8 4.5 4.5
My interest in the subject has increased because of this course. 2 2 0 0 0 0 4.5 4.1 4.3
I knew what was expected of me in this course. 0 3 1 0 0 0 3.8 4.4 4.5
Overall, this was an excellent course. 0 4 0 0 0 0 4.0 4.2 4.3
I had a strong desire to take this course. 3 1 0 0 0 0 4.8 4.0 4.3
As compared with other courses of equal credit, the workload for
this course was... (SA=Much Lighter to SD=Much Heavier) 1 1 2 0 0 0 3.5 3.0 3.0

Responses to the University-wide questions about the instructor:

SA A N D SD N/A Your
Median

University-Wide
Median

School/College
Median

Overall, John Clarke was an excellent teacher. 2 2 0 0 0 0 4.5 4.5 4.5
John Clarke seemed well prepared for class
meetings. 2 2 0 0 0 0 4.5 4.8 4.7

John Clarke explained material clearly. 1 2 1 0 0 0 4.0 4.6 4.5
John Clarke treated students with respect. 4 0 0 0 0 0 5.0 4.8 4.8

Responses to additional questions about the course:

SA A N D SD N/A Your
Median

University-Wide
Median

I gained a good understanding of concepts/principles in this field.
(Q121) 2 1 1 0 0 0 4.5 4.3

I developed the ability to solve real problems in this field. (Q125) 1 1 1 0 0 1 4.0 4.3
I developed creative ability in this field. (Q126) 1 3 0 0 0 0 4.2 4.4
I deepened my interest in the subject matter of this course. (Q140) 2 1 1 0 0 0 4.5 4.1
I participated actively in class discussion. (Q160) 0 3 0 0 0 0 4.0 4.1
I learned to value new viewpoints. (Q165) 0 2 0 0 0 1 4.0 4.4
I gained a better understanding of myself through this course.
(Q170) 0 2 1 0 0 1 3.8 4.2

I developed a greater sense of personal responsibility. (Q172) 0 2 2 0 0 0 3.5 4.2
The objectives of the course were clearly explained. (Q231) 0 3 0 1 0 0 3.8 4.4
The grading system was clearly explained. (Q366) 0 2 1 1 0 0 3.5 4.4



Responses to additional questions about the instructor:

SA A N D SD N/A Your
Median

University-Wide
Median

John Clarke tried to accommodate individual rates of learning. (Q192) 4 0 0 0 0 0 5.0 4.3
I was very satisfied with the educational experience John Clarke
provided. (Q198) 1 3 0 0 0 0 4.2 4.5

John Clarke handled questions well. (Q200) 0 3 1 0 0 0 3.8 4.5
John Clarke made good use of examples and illustrations. (Q202) 1 3 0 0 0 0 4.2 4.6
John Clarke was enthusiastic. (Q204) 2 2 0 0 0 0 4.5 4.8
John Clarke appeared to have a thorough knowledge of the subject.
(Q207) 2 2 0 0 0 0 4.5 4.8

John Clarke was skillful in observing student reactions. (Q210) 1 3 0 0 0 0 4.2 4.5
John Clarke encouraged constructive criticism. (Q218) 0 3 0 1 0 0 3.8 4.5
John Clarke gave individual attention to students in the class. (Q220) 2 2 0 0 0 0 4.5 4.6
John Clarke kept students informed of their progress. (Q226) 0 1 3 0 0 0 3.2 4.4
John Clarke set high standards for students. (Q241) 0 2 2 0 0 0 3.5 4.4
John Clarke encouraged student participation in an equitable way.
(Q244) 0 4 0 0 0 0 4.0 4.6

The medians are calculated from Fall 2018 data. University-wide medians are based on all UM classes in which an item was used.
The school/college medians in this report are based on School of Art & Design classes.

Written Comments
Comment on the quality of instruction in this course. (Q900)

Comments
The course was pretty good, I learned a lot! I do think that some of the course work could be re–worked. We spent most of the
semester on one model– maybe we could do more of an iterative process, like starting with a bust and then a full model? Overall
though, I think that the course was pretty good!


