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EF Why The Blue Lantern ?

% A blue-shaded lamp served as the starboard light

1; for writer Sidonie-Gabrielle Colette's imaginary
journeys after she became too frail to leave her
bedroom at the Palais Royale. Her invitation,
extended to all, was "Regarde!" Look, see, wonder.

"I think of myself as being in a line of work that
goes back about twenty-five thousand years.
My job has been finding the cave and holding
the torch. Somebody has to be around to hold
the flaming branch, and make sure there are
enough pigments." - Calvin Tompkins

When | was six years old | was given a book on world geography for my birthday. Through it |
discovered the existence of volcanoes, something so much at odds with what | knew of the
familiar terrain of northeastern New Jersey that | balked at the revelation. | couldn't think through
this information and so | began to imagine that volcanoes could erupt anywhere at anytime. |
worried over the smallest hillocks to the point that my parents had to flash a light over my
backyard sandbox each evening that spring to assure me that no eruptions were sneaking up on
Brookwood Road. Only with time did | realize that my reaction was part of a long history of Jane Librizzi - painting by Jerome Witkin
humanity's attempt to wrestle with the inexplicable.

Volcanoes are older than humanity, their eruptions are awe-inspiring displays of terrestrial + Kind Words for The Blue Lantern

outrage, yet, paradoxically, it is their effluvia that carry the minerals that enrich the surrounding
soil and make human agriculture possible. Catal Huyuk, thought to be the first human city, About Me
flourished in Anatolia (now eastern Turkey) around 7000 BCE on a volcanic plain. The
perturbations of Mount Etna (Sicily) and Vesuvius (Naples) and their lesser siblings cast a spell
over classical mythology, among the earliest recorded literature.
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The Tale of the Bamboo Cutter, from 10th century Japan tells of a goddess who buries the elixir
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of life at Fuji's peak, hymns the perfection of its symmetry. In a neat bit of irony, only men were
allowed to ascend to the top where its spectacular views could nourish the spirit. Mountain
climbing is a form of spiritual pilgrimage for the Shinto believer and Buddhism also affirms similar
intimations of immortality .

Katsushika Hokusai's album Thirty-Six Views of Mount Fuiji (c.1830-1832) was the first to spread
the image of the sacred mountain beyond Japan. Not to be outdone, Ando Hiroshige also
published his Thirty-Six Views in 1858. By the early 1890s the mountain was so well known that
the public was ready for Yoshitoshi's tongue-in-cheek parody Thirty-Six Bizarre Selections of
Transformation. With hindsight, Yoshitoshi, whose career bridged the end of the Edo Period and
the beginning of the Meiji Restoration, stands as the last great Japanese master of the woodblock
(ukiyo-e) print.

Serena Perrone's A Volcano Pilgrim in Exchange for Fire is a contemporary series of 21 prints
that align to form a continuous work some 25 feet long. Recognizable accuracy of individual
volcanoes is blended at the edges of each with an otherworldly license made possible through
abstraction. In Japanese ukiyo-e refers to an imaginary floating world and Perrone's series melds
into its own floating world. The individual prints show active volcanoes in Italy, Central and South
America and, most recognizably, Mount Fuji. The spume blowing from each volcano contains bits
of text taken from a travel blog written by poet Craig Arnold during the days preceding his death
in 2009. Arnold was hiking and doing research for a book of poetry he was working on which was
to have been called An Exchange for Fire. Arnold (b. 1967) and a winner of a Yale Younger
Poets Award for his first book published in 1999. He disappeared while exploring the volcanic
island Kuchinoerabujima in the China Sea off southern Japan on April 27, 2009. His body was
never found and Arnold was presumed to have fallen to his death.

Perrone describes her intention for this hybrid of images and text: "Moving geographically from
Italy to Japan as they move chronologically through time from his first blog post to his last, the 20
prints in this series chronicle the 20 days on which he wrote during his Japan expedition." She
hopes that her prints, by finding a permanent home at the Metropolitan Museum "will be enjoyed
by generations to come, and the words of Craig Arnold will continue to reach new audiences."

Serena Perrone is Assistant Professor of Printmaking and Drawing at the Pratt/ Munson-Williams-
Proctor Art Institute in Utica, NY.

Images:

Serene Perrone - from he series A Volcano Pilgrim in Exchange for Fire, ¢.2009-2010 - dry-
point, gouache, monotype and letter press on paper, Metropolitan Museum of Art, NYC.

Posted by Jane Librizzi at 1
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2 comments:

Serena Perrone said...
Thank you for writing this lovely piece and for sharing your insight into some of the historical
precedents that have inspired my work. It was so nice to find your blog!

November 20, 2018 at 6:14 PM i}

Jane said...

How nice to hear from you and congratulations on creating this beautiful work. Your message
reminded me that | should have pointed out (and | just revised the text) to underline how your
sequence creates a new version of the "Floating World" of ukiyo-e. Evanescence is the word
that occurs to me.

November 22, 2018 at 7:32 AM
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Iguana And Fox: Leonora

Carrington

"Darling stop being

philosophical it doesn't suit

you, it is turning your nose

red." - Leonora Carrington,
excerpt fro...

A Dream Of The Open Road
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"Cosmonauts of the

| autoroute, like interplanetary
1 travellers (sic) who observe
from afar the rapid aging of
those who remain sub...

Sonja Knips: A Patron And
Her Collection

This is the face of the
woman who stares
guardedly from Gustav
Klimt's Whistlererian Portrait
Of Sonia Knips (1898, Belvedere ...

A Romance Of Ferrara

A small city of some
100,000 in northeastern
Italy, Ferrara is one of the
unforgettable places on the
map of 20th century

literature ...

Working Girls: 'Tis The
Season To be Hard-Boiled
A plane crashes into your
boudoir? These things
happen. A girl needs to
finish her makeup before
she greets the day; this is hard-boil..

Patricia Chidlaw:
Space.Time

Wonderful is this wall of
stone, wrecked by fate. The
city buildings crumble, the
bold works of the giants

Fritz & Lili Waerndorfer: Art
Patrons In New Vienna

Lili Hellmann Waerndorfer
(b. Vienna, 29. September
1874 - d. Nyack, California,
May 1952) was an
unconventional woman who deserves to..

B9 The Peacocks: Dexter
N8 Gordon

'‘The window looked out onto
a pattern never-ending A
flower and trees and little
pathways far descending To

Two Old Maids And A

Widow

Imagine this autochrome

portrait of Emilie Floge at

ten feet tall. Thatis what |

saw when | entered the
second floor salon at the Neue Gal..

O Tannenbaum

It is good to be reminded
that a Christmas tree can
also be a humble sign of
hope and joy. This
photograph by th...
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