
P R I D E POT S :
C ommun i t y
C o n v e r s a t i o n s
Upcoming Exhibitions of the Community Pots: 
WCU Fine Art Museum, Faculty Biennial (excerpts)

Jan-May 2023
The Clay Studio, Solo Exhibition, Philadelphia, PA 

April-May 2023 (During Philly Pride!) 
Proceeds from sales of the community pots will help create an 
endowment for an MFA Studio Arts – Ceramics – Community 
Engagement Scholarship for an underrepresented student 
applicant (to help create future community arts events)
Project Founder: Heather Mae Erickson, Associate Professor, WCU

Email: hmerickson@wcu.edu

Follow:  

Heather Mae Erickson Ceramic Design (FB)

hmaemaeceramics, wcuceramics, wcusoad, wcumfa, bardoartscenter (Insta)

mailto:hmerickson@wcu.edu




https://www.wcu.edu/learn/departments-schools-colleges/fpa/catalyst-grants.aspx
More info on the Grant:

https://www.wcu.edu/learn/departments-schools-colleges/fpa/catalyst-grants.aspx






Past Event with Haywood Arts Council – 1st LGBTQ+ exhibition for Haywood Arts Council:





Image Credit: Lauren Medford, WCU Alumni, Haywood Arts Council 



Image Credit: Lauren Medford, WCU Alumni, Haywood Arts Council 



Exhibition with HME’s Pride Pots at the Clay Art Center, Port Chester, NY
ONLINE VIRTUAL TALK: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JfNbEZHM1cI&list=PLDTYBUGjGe_1kf1b6ptKpJ_xlKgXsrAYK

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JfNbEZHM1cI&list=PLDTYBUGjGe_1kf1b6ptKpJ_xlKgXsrAYK








Upcoming Community Events:
Sylva Pride Saturday, September 10, 2022

Cocke County’s 1st Pride Event Saturday, September 17, 2022
(a county on the eastern border of the U.S. state of Tennessee – event created because of Pride Pots!!!!) 

Blue Ridge Pride (Asheville) Saturday, September 24, 2022

Sylva Community Table – Empty Bowls + Pride Pots Collaboration Friday, October 7, 2022
Booked Private Event:
WCU School of Social Work - Faculty and Staff Retreat Tuesday, August 16, 2022 (9-10am) 
Booking in Progress:
WCU school of Teaching & Learning – Faculty and Staff TBD
Currently in conversation with or have reached out to:
Southwestern Community College, Ceramics Art Club contact: Jeff Marley, WCU Alumni (HME)
SAGA, WCU Club (Jenna)
SGA, WCU Student Government Association (Jenna)
Cornbread & Roses, Sylva, NC (HME)
Tranzmission, AVL (Jenna)
Red Roses Commission (a lgbtqia Arts Commission in Atlanta) (Jenna)
Gender Benders, Spartanburg, SC (Jenna)
Southern Fried Queer Pride, Atlanta and Durhum (Jenna)
Clemson University – Ceramics (HME, fall event, tbd) 
Hub and Heights (Brent McCoy, Alumni)
WCU Intercultural Affairs (HME)
Possible connections with:
Nasheville Pride (Jenna’s mom) 



Collaborators – Sara Steiner and Travis Roundtree  and the WCU 
LGBTQ Archives
We will showcase the LGBTQ Archives in Philly at the Clay Studio  
Pride Pots: Community Conversations exhibition to help tell our 
story! 

WCU LGBTQ Archive partner with UNC-Asheville and the non-
profit organization Blue Ridge Pride to create a regional archive of 
LGBTQ oral histories and ephemera.

The Western Carolina University LGBTQ Archive: Jackson County 
Collection was established in Fall 2019 with the collection of 
Western North Carolina drag performer oral narratives by Sarah 
Steiner, head of research and instruction services and associate 
professor, Hunter Library. In Spring 2019, Dr. Travis A. Rountree, 
assistant professor of English and Dr. Erin Callahan, associate 
professor of English, joined Steiner in the writing of a successful 
Provost Grant that has allowed them to expand the archive with 
the help of WCU undergraduate students.
Article on the Archives:
https://southernappalachiandigitalcollections.org/browse/colle
ctions/lgbtq-archive-of-jackson-county

Archives:
https://southernappalachiandigitalcollections.org/browse/search
/search/ac-collection:lgbtq-archive-of-jackson-county

https://southernappalachiandigitalcollections.org/browse/collections/lgbtq-archive-of-jackson-county
https://southernappalachiandigitalcollections.org/browse/search/search/ac-collection:lgbtq-archive-of-jackson-county




Pride Pots Assistants:

Jen Gordon, WCU MFA Candidate and Director of The Hive, Sylva, NC

Jenna Orbeck, WCU undergraduate, Recreation Therapy (major), Studio Arts (minor)

Mary Grace (MG) Grube, Smoky Mountain High School, rising sophomore

Barrett Yanik, Smoky Mountain High School, rising freshman

Autumn Hinton, Smoky Mountain High School, rising senior

Hopefully more to come in the fall! 

Image: Heather Mae Erickson, right, Jen Gordon, MFA Grad Assistant, left 







Student/Faculty Research Team Presentation Link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qwC_eKzyd7Q

Impact of Mentoring: Advancing Processes in Research, Scholarship, and Creative Activities (WCU)

Western Carolina University, Cullowhee, NC Research and Scholarship Conference wcu.edu/RASC Faculty-Student Featured 
Presentation (March 23, 2022) Moderator: Dr. Brian Kloeppel, Dean of the Graduate School and Research CONCURRENT 
SESSION 2: Bardo Arts Center Theater, Room 130 Identity: Faculty-Student Mentorship Faculty Mentor: Associate Professor 
Heather Mae Erickson Student Mentees: Jen Gordon & Ollie Morrison 

Mentoring relationships are vital to the advancement of knowledge and part of the process to advance a discipline’s 
collective expertise, skills, and techniques to the next generation, yet it is often understated and poorly acknowledged. The
2022 Research and Scholarship Conference wishes to highlight the impact of mentoring in research, scholarship, and creative 
activities that faculty-student mentoring teams have advanced.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qwC_eKzyd7Q




Project Underglaze Sponsorship – North Carolina’s - Speedball

https://www.speedballart.com/our-product-lines/speedball-
ceramics/speedball-underglazes/

https://www.speedballart.com/our-product-lines/speedball-ceramics/speedball-underglazes/


https://www.wcu.edu/faculty/hmerickson.aspx

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heather_Mae_Erickson

TILT Talk E2: Wholehearted Teaching: Authenticity, Self-Care & Gratitude
Duration: 00:22:33 | Recorded on September 27, 2021

https://tigerlearn.fhsu.edu/podcast/15727/

Nights at the Museum. Boulder Museum of Contemporary Art
Video:
vimeo.com/100060894

https://www.wcu.edu/faculty/hmerickson.aspx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heather_Mae_Erickson
https://tigerlearn.fhsu.edu/podcast/15727/
http://vimeo.com/100060894


Philadelphia Freedom was created 
in remembrance of my time as a 
Resident Artist at The Clay Studio 
in Philadelphia, PA from 2006-2009. 
The body of the piece is reminiscent 
of the Century (Centennial) Vase 
which was created for the U.S. 
Centennial Expo which was held in 
Philly in 1976. 
Philadelphia Freedom honors one 
of our Founding Fathers, known as 
the nation’s first gay friendly 
ambassador, maker, inventor and 
entrepreneur. 2006 marked 
Franklin’s 300th birthday known as 
the tercentenary. He aided with 
escapes from prosecution and also
printed the first homoerotic 
publication. 

Heather Mae Erickson, 2020



Philadelphia Freedom, 2020







Pride Pots: United, Together, Resilient

Heather Mae Erickson, 2020-2021





Pride Pots
What we reveal 
What we keep hidden




