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Art  A View From the Easel

A View From the Easel
“I start at 6am when the light is really beautiful.”

Lakshmi Rivera Amin April 10, 2025

We rely on readers like you to fund our journalism.
If you value our coverage and want to support more of it, please join us as a member.

Welcome to the 280th installment of A View From the Easel, a series in which

artists reflect on their workspace. This week, artists in New York City capture

light streaming through their windows and piece together the history of a family

brownstone.

Want to take part? Check out our submission guidelines and share a bit about

your studio with us through this form! All mediums and workspaces are

welcome, including your home studio.

· · ·

Mona Kamal, Brooklyn, New York

Get the latest art news, reviews and opinions from Hyperallergic.

Sign up

How long have you been working in this space?

A year and a half.

Describe an average day in your studio.

As an artist who has a job outside of my art practice, I tend to go to the studio in

the late afternoon for two to four hours before I eat a late dinner. If I have a

deadline for an exhibition, studio visit, or upcoming open studios event, I will

stay for several hours until the work is done. One time, I arrived in the afternoon

and didn’t leave until 7am the next day preparing for an exhibition. Since my

time at the studio is limited, when I am there I work hard to get as much done as I

can. Even though I love silence, most times I am listening to music on my ear

pods, like ’80s pop, disco, ’70s, punk, alternative, and heavy metal. Two of my

favorite playlists are ’70s Bollywood and Xmas Punk: Christmas Punk Rock on

Spotify.

How does the space affect your work?

My current studio is on the top floor of my partner’s family brownstone. The

house has been in his family for four generations. The space and the history of

the home have been extremely influential for my practice. I have been collecting

found objects from the house, including an old wooden ironing board, a hand

washboard, parts of a tin ceiling, and an old set of antique keys. The house, my

studio space, and these objects have inspired me to create a series about

displacement.

How do you interact with the environment outside your studio?

For over a decade, I had a studio in a warehouse building comprised mainly of

artists in Bushwick. Even though I miss the community of a studio building, I

have discovered artist communities and public art projects that exist within

Bed-Stuy. As I walk around the neighborhood, I have noticed art studios in

people’s homes. These walks made me run into residency programs such as the

Bed-Stuy Art Residency and the Bed-Stuy Aquarium, which was a public art

project in which a group of local residents built a goldfish pond underneath a

dripping fire hydrant. These discoveries have allowed me to see artists living,

working, and contributing to a community in which they belong, rather than

artists housed in a studio building who know little about the community that

exists in the neighborhood.

What do you love about your studio?

The space, its history, and the proximity to my home (I live downstairs).

What do you wish were different?

I miss having a white box space, as I have to get creative when I hang my work.

What is your favorite local museum?

The Metropolitan Museum of Art has always been my favorite. I always tell

people that New York would be an amazing place to grow up because every

school-aged kid has visited The Met! How amazing is that?

What is your favorite art material to work with?

It has always been wood, but recently to save my back, I have been working on

paper.

Sarah van Ouwerkerk, New York, New York

How long have you been working in this space?

Forty-five years.

Describe an average day in your studio.

I start at 6am when the light is really beautiful.

How does the space affect your work?

It’s quiet and peaceful.

How do you interact with the environment outside your studio?

I live in Soho, so I go to the dog run and go to exhibitions all over. I used to take

my daughter to the bus stop for school with others in the neighborhood and buy

vegetables on the corner.

What do you love about your studio?

The light.

What do you wish were different?

Nothing, maybe bigger for storage.

What is your favorite local museum?

American Museum of Natural History.

What is your favorite art material to work with?

I’m a photographer, so I love my camera.

We hope you enjoyed this article! Before you keep reading, please

consider supporting Hyperallergic’s journalism during a time when

independent, critical reporting is increasingly scarce.

Unlike many in the art world, we are not beholden to large corporations

or billionaires. Our journalism is funded by readers like you, ensuring

integrity and independence in our coverage. We strive to offer

trustworthy perspectives on everything from art history to contemporary

art. We spotlight artist-led social movements, uncover overlooked

stories, and challenge established norms to make art more inclusive and

accessible. With your support, we can continue to provide global coverage

without the elitism often found in art journalism.

If you can, please join us as a member today. Millions rely on

Hyperallergic for free, reliable information. By becoming a member, you

help keep our journalism free, independent, and accessible to all. Thank

you for reading.
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Aline Manoukian and the Specter of War
Photography
The Lebanese photojournalist who famously portrayed a
Palestinian militiaman holding a kitten discusses her
transition into photo editing and the image that changed her
life.

Nancy Kricorian

Still Life Painting That Is Anything But Still
Judith Linhares’s works comprise just a few elements, yet they
are bodied forth in endless permutations that convey both
whimsy and menace.

Faye Hirsch

Maine College of Art & Design Presents the 2025
MFA Thesis Exhibition
The work in this show represents the synthesis of our
graduate candidates’ experience in the Master of Fine Arts
program at MECA&D.

Announcement

Reading Georgia O’Keeffe Along Lines of Class and
Race
A new book sets its sights on the artist’s lesser-known post-
war career and her negotiations of identity.

Nancy Zastudil

Why Is a Sculpture by a Known Abuser Back on View
in London?
The BBC has come under scrutiny for restoring a statue by
Eric Gill despite public calls for its removal due to the artist’s
history of abuse.

Maya Pontone

The Artist Reviving a Native Hawaiian Clothmaking
Tradition
Lehuauakea, one of the few kapa practitioners under the age
of 30 working in the art form today, is the recipient of a Walker
Youngbird Foundation grant for emerging Native American
artists.

Isa Farfan

White House Replaces Obama Portrait With Trump
Raised-Fist Painting
The new artwork appears to be based on the notorious
photographs of the president after his assassination attempt at
a Pennsylvania rally.

Isa Farfan

Other Islands Book Fair: Independent Publishing,
Cultural Production, and Design
Enjoy two days of dialogue across publishing, making, and
design in Brooklyn. Hosted by Pratt’s Graduate
Communications Design Department.
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Toledo Art Museum Workers Move to Unionize
A majority of staff members voted in favor of organizing,
citing the need for secure jobs, benefits, and wages amid an
uncertain political climate.

Rhea Nayyar

Member Event: Curators on Artist Studio Visits
Join us on April 29 for a virtual conversation with Kimberli
Gant, Candice Hopkins, and Caroline Liou.
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