Journal notes on January 1, 2025
Mira M. White, formerly Hocking

| have most recently been reading and reflecting on the trajectory of my art from my

early days as a child to my current age of 82. This reflection has been intensified
currently, by the book The Story of Art — without men, by Katy Hessel. It is a very
special look at the evolution and change in the currents of history as uniquely reflected
and expressed by women artists.

| contributed to the early stages of the feminist movement by curating a special
exhibit devoted to the work of emerging and little-known women artists whose studios |
visited in preparation for the exhibit to be held in 1977

It was the first exhibit of art by women artists in the Bay Area and followed on the tails
of a major exhibit in Los Angeles- The History of Art by Women Artists 1550-1950. | only
came to know of this LA exhibit shortly before the opening of our exhibit in Walnut
Creek, which was held at the Bedford Gallery ,previously named Civic Arts Gallery of
Walnut Creek. The title of the exhibit was Touching All Things, and | present here visual
mementoes and commentary about that exhibit:

| TOUCHING ALL THINGS

35 BAY AREA WOMEN ARTISTS

JANUARY RUARY 20, 1977
WALNUT CRESBCIVIC ARTS GALLERY
1641 LOCUST ST

WALNUT CREEK CA, 94596

RECEPTION: JANUARY 6 7:30-10 PM

INTRODUCTION

TOUCHING ALL THINGS

35 Bay Area Women Artists This exhibit is about 35 unique individualities whose work reaches upward and outward
in an expansion that touches all things. Although the exhibit does not have a “theme”, as it
were, there is a discernible current that threads its way hout the work,
itself in a highly personal imagery. I balk at attempting a definition of that current other
than to say it radiates qualities though not to women.

JANUARY 7 — FEBRUARY 20, 1976

It is my belief that an art which is exclusively autobiographical in focus is inreal danger
of strangling itself before it ever comes to grips with deeper issues. There is a distinction to
be made between an art that is but a vehicle for self-expression and an art which aims to be
of service to higher values. Work was selected for this exhibit which would demonstrate

An exhibit presented by the diversity of atti among y women artists and would support an
THE CIVIC ARTS GALLERY affirmative, expansive presentation.

1641 Locust Street

e Alont iR ACalCER L The fact that one is born into a woman's body, abides in a particular time and social

structure certainly affects the kinds of perceptions one forms about life. Every artist :I:ltﬂl
her work to be received for what it is, not because she is a woman. Most wo':etn :ﬂ:;:m
know, have dealt with or are dealing with the many u!mcts of their femini: york o
feeling it has to be the major focus of th;i;- ;r_t. My gexuah‘ty‘colors and t::;s my we h bus ¢
jology to define that which is intr
e ::‘.lts;:‘:x:l::iw\;ab;ocgsis is a dance and its manifest form the result of the dance between the
polarities, the yin and yang, of the human psyche.

Preview provided by the

MYRA SUE HOCKING, Guest Curator



wm’s m > Compﬂed by Sandra Fayc(;an-o"

. =5 .
A selective guide to current Northern California events of interest.
Not for Women Only

The great Dr. Johnson once compared a woman’s preach-
ing to a dog’s dancing—*“It is not done well; but you are
surprised to find it done at all.” Were he alive today, what
comparison could express his astonishment at what women
have now achieved in that most sacred of all provinces of
male genius: art. :

This year a number of California galleries and museums
are featuring women’s work. The diversity of women’s
experiences and their various modes of expression is the
theme of a new show of painting and sculpture opening at
the Walnut Creek Civic Arts Gallery. “Touching All
Things,” conceived and organized by Myra Sue Hocking,
will include works she describes as “personal and auto-
biographical” by 35 Bay Area women artists. Many of the
women teach in the area, some already have well-estab-
lished reputations both he.¢ and in New York.

At least half the women know each other and each other’s
work and have worked together in two ongoing conscious-
ness-raising groups in San Francisco and the East Bay for
the past six years. i

Among the artists featured will be painter Judith
Linares, who last year was awarded the San Francisco Art
Institute’s Adeline Kent Award; sculptor Ursula Schneider,
who is affiliated with the Quay-Braunstein Gallery and
recently had a one-woman show in New York; and painter
Phyllis Ideal, who is affiliated with Grapestakes Gallery in
S.F.and had a show last year at the De Young Museum.

“Touching All Things” will run from January 7 through
February 20 at the Walnut Creek Civic Arts Gallery, 1641
Locust Street, San Francisco. The exhibit will be open from
noon to 5 p.m., Tuesday through Saturday. For more
information call 935-3300. —Melanie Kask
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