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What the Pros Know 

With abundant sunshine, much 

higher electricity rates than on the 

U.S. mainland and difficulty reaching 

existing utilities, Vieques is a pe1j"ect 

placefor a solar-powered house. To 

avoid the long and costly connection 

to the nearest electrical lines, John 

Hix suggested that his clients go ofj: 

grid and power the house entirely 

with electricity generated by the sun. 

The architect mounted three sets of 

photovoltaic panels, tilted to catch 

maximum rays, on the roof: One pow

ers a SO-gallon water heate,; another 

the pool pump andjilter system and 

the third generates enough powe1; 

stored in large batteries, to run lights, 

appliances and ceiling fans. To save 

additional energy, a small cascade 

that flows into the pool (part of the 

filtration system, typically a huge 

energy guzzler) runs only in full s1111-

light. "We live perfectly comfortably 

with full so/a,;" says Gorman 












