








It was the early nineties, 
and it was still not so cool 
to work from your house," 
Donna Gorman says-from 
her house, where she works. 
"Especially in the design 
business-people wondered, 
'are you some lady drawing 
at her kitchen table? 

uch has changed since the early '90s in terms of 
flextime, the freelance workforce and working from 
home (Marissa Mayer's interventions at Yahoo nor­
wirhsrancling). And Gorman's work, much of which 
she did for Finnish rexriles company Marimekko and 
now does under the name See Design, is an incred­

ible mix of playful, thoughtful and deeply resonant. 
Gorman studied photoiournalism at Boston University and put herself 

through school by painting designs on r -shirrs and kids' clothes. After gradu­
ating, she opened up a small children's clothing store in New Hampshire, 
where she sold, in part, her own work. She was 22 years old, running her 
own business, working for herself, and felt, just a bit, like she was in a runnel. 
So she contacted Marimekko our of the blue. and heard back. "I senr chem 
a package of things I had clone; I didn't send chem in che proper ionm· 
they called me," she says. A trip to Connecticut lacer. and she was w 
for Marimekko, in Stamford, full-rime. 

Years later, when rhe company was sold, they wanted her to keep work­
ing with rhem as a consultant. Ar first, because ic wasn't cool to work from 
home, she rented a studio in Norwalk not only to feel like she was going to 
work bur also to have a professional address. Then, a few years later, she real­
ized rhac her perfect workspace was closer to home, much closer. 

Hers wasn't just any house. Rather, Gorman was living in an old carriage 
house chat had been renovated by Gisue and Mojgan Hariri, sister architects 
who practice as Hariri & Hariri, and who were just scarring a New York 
praccice-chey've since gone on to do one of the Sagaponack case study 
houses; multiple high-end residences in New York; and a futuristic Salzburg 
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