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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The International Museum of Surgical Science Presents BODIES II1,
Opening on May 12, 2023.

Josseline Melgar | YOU GOT THIS | 2022

Chicago, IL (April 20, 2023)—The International Museum of Surgical Science (IMSS) is pleased to
present the new exhibition, BODIES 111, curated by Megan Euker. The IMSS continues its active rol
in supporting the arts and artists through its "Anatomy in the Gallery" rotating contemporary art
galleries. BODIES III opens Friday, May 12, 2023, and is on view through July 23, 2023. The
Museum will host an opening reception on Friday, May 12, from 6-8:00 p.m. that is free and open €
to the public.

Students in Megan Euker’s Design, Sculpture, and Digital Fabrication classes at the Accademia di


https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1054786935&msgid=2257596&act=2971&c=428141&pid=7529857&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.imss.org&cf=66669&v=93245681263c67cd167e2f286616d146feeabeec8b7d65b8548cdbc2f76c6e7f

Belle Arti Siracusa/MADE (Mediterranean Arts and Design), University of South Florida, and
School of the Art Institute of Chicago created works in response to a single word prompt: “Bodies.’
Using the collections at the International Museum of Surgical Science for inspiration, students bega
identifying medical or bodily constraints that could be alleviated through a specifically designed
assistive device. Through a process of in-depth research and prototype testing, students created
preliminary designs intended to increase accessibility, promote healthy behaviors, create comfort,
and improve safety. After consulting with medical professionals and undergoing critiques, they
modified their ideas and remade their objects at full scale.

These designed objects create a social impact by making it easier for all kinds of bodies to move
through the world. They also spark new questions: what mental and physical constraints do our
bodies place on us all? What are the best uses of designed objects in the fields of health, medicine,
and surgery? And how do you design your own environment to fit your day-to-day needs? Works ir
this exhibition explore these fundamental ideas of ability and the body.

About the Curator: Megan Euker is an Italian and American artist/designer and a two-time U.S.
Fulbright recipient to Italy (Fellow, 2008-9 to Florence and scholar, 2022-23 to Sicily).



She comes from a background in art and design, obtaining MFA and BFA degrees from the School «
the Art Institute of Chicago (SAIC). Euker is the Project Manager at San Rocco Therapeutics and
has also taught at SAIC, USF in Tampa, Florida, the Siena Art Institute, Italy, and MADE in Sicily,
among other universities. Additionally, Euker is the agent for Wall Street Journal Bestselling Autho
Patrick Girondi and his band, Patrick Girondi & the Orphan’s Dream.

Euker has exhibited artwork internationally at galleries (represented by Linda Warren Projects since
2008) and museums, including a solo exhibition, “The Cure,” at The International Museum of
Surgical Science” (IMSS) in Chicago. This exhibition showcased current issues in orphan diseases,
especially Sickle Cell Disease and Beta Thalassemia. She has additionally curated three exhibitions
of her students' work at the (IMSS), featuring medical devices created under her mentorship.

Artists: Andrea Miccio, Ashton Bedlack, Dawn Sebastian, Dean Yoo, Erin Elliott, Giulia Gringeri,
Isabella Saglimbene, Josseline Melgar, May Griffin, Monica Palazzolo, Sara Sanfilippo, Shauna
Miller, Valentina Parlato, and Victoria Mercado-Lues.

About the Museum: The International Museum of Surgical Science, a Division of the International
College of Surgeons, was founded in 1954 by Dr. Max Thorek. The Museum is committed to
enriching lives by enhancing an appreciation and understanding of the history, development, and
advances in surgery and related subjects in health and medicine. The Museum is located in Chicago’
Gold Coast neighborhood and is housed in a historic lake-shore mansion designed in the early 20th
century by Howard Van Doren Shaw.

About the Contemporary Arts Program: The International Museum of Surgical Science supports
a commitment to contemporary art and artists through exhibitions and programs that use the frame of
contemporary artistic practice to examine new perspectives in medical-surgical science and our
relationship to the body. The Museum’s Contemporary Arts Initiative includes rotating exhibitions of
contemporary art, as well as an ongoing Artist in Residence program.

General Information: The International Museum of Surgical Science: 1524. N. Lake Shore Drive,
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General Information: The International Museum of Surgical Science: 1524. N. Lake Shore Drive,
Chicago, IL - 60610; tel. 312.642.6502; on the web at www.imss.org and info@imss.org.

Hours and Admission: The exhibition will be open Monday-Friday from 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. and
Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., except for most major holidays. Admission rates are $19
for adults and $15 for students, educators, military members, and seniors with ID.

For More Information Visit:

IMSS.org

Reception RSVP

Thank you to our supporters

Thank you to the support from San Rocco Therapeutics & the SAIC Wellness Center.
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This project is partially supported by a CityArts Grant from the City of Chicago Department of
Cultural Affairs & Special Events.
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The International Museum of Surgical Science acknowledges support from the Illinois Arts Council
Agency.
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Hours:
Monday - Friday | 9:30AM - 5PM

Saturday - Sunday | 10AM - 5PM
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