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Prologue

Aaron Gan

I have loved reading from young. There is a saying, “A smart
man learns from his mistakes. A wise man learns from the mis-
takes of others.” To me, reading was a way of learning and
distilling wisdom from the experiences of others.

| fry to start my day with a book in my hand and a cup of hot
tea by my side. Over the years, | have collected phrases and
anecdotes that | find meaningful or witty. Sometimes | use
them as inspirations for my paintfings.

Many of the phrases used in his book originate from the
Chinese language. Please forgive the not-so-perfect English
translations. The Chinese language is notoriously hard fo
translate due fo its nuances.

| have put together some of my favourite phrases and paintings
in this book. | hope reading them brings you as much joy and
wonder as | did when | first read them.



ABRFHNET RIS, METIHRED,

A person’s happiness is not so much on how much he wins, but rather
on how little he regards.

SIMPLE HAPPINESS

76 x28 cm
Watercolour on paper, 2023



HEIE, ~5MmiT; If a leader’s personal conduct is

:,HE%Z:_—LE, BETM. correct, every’rhmg will op,e.ra’re
smoothly even if they don't issue
orders.

If aleader doesn’t behave in the
correct manner, nobody will listen
even if they do issue orders.

INTEGRITY RECTITUDE

76 x28 cm 76 x28 cm
Watercolour on paper, 2023 Watercolour on paper, 2023



NEIE, Fimi, MEENTER=:
LB . —, FEMEE L
=, NEFEEHA
=, FERME(ECIM XA

When one’s parents are alive, one
does not travel far.

If it is necessary to travel, there
should be a definite direction. 3 ways to a happy wife:

1. Don't keep saying it's okay

2. Don't keep saying it's not okay

3. Don't keep asking her whether
it's okay or not okay

HOME LOVING UNION

76 x28 cm 76 x28 cm
Watercolour on paper, 2023 Watercolour on paper, 2023



FEILRAT BRI, LA,

The road less tfravelled Virtue is not left to stand
alone. He who practices it will
have neighbours.

THE ROAD LESS TRAVELLED VIRTUE

76 x28 cm 76 x28 cm
Watercolour on paper, 2022 Watercolour on paper, 2022



RIEEL, B—F5A1T;
HIRIREY, BRE=EAR,
RSt — R LR,

When walking narrow by-paths, step
back a pace and let another pass.

When you have a stroke of good
fortune, surrender one-third of your
portion for the enjoyment of others.

This is the law for making one’s way
through the world most comfortably.

EMPATHY

56 x 56 cm
Watercolour on paper, 2023

COMPASSION

76 x 28 cm
Watercolour on paper, 2023



RMERF,
HRTRRESZ%.

He does not compete, hence
no one under Heaven can
compete with him.

UNDERSTANDING ONESELF

76 x28 cm
Watercolour on paper, 2023

ARAINE,
A& ARFA,
AEANIBE,
=FAILLSTE,
IRAILAITE .

Do not take others to task for minor
faults.

Do not reveal the secrets of others.
Do not nurse old grievances.

By sticking to these three preceptfs,
one will refine one’s moral character
and keep harm at bay.

ENLIGHTEN

76 x28 cm
Watercolour on paper, 2023



HUMBLE

56 x 56 cm
Watercolour on paper, 2023

AEECH,
SKARTANH

One should not seek to be known to others,

but seek to acquire the qualities worthy of
being known.

BHBETR, TTFRF.

What ajoy it is to have friends
coming from afarl

JOY WITH FRIENDS

76 x28 cm
Watercolour on paper, 2023



IZrER

A man who knows contentment will
be happy.

CONTENTMENT

76 x28 cm
Watercolour on paper, 2023

FIEFRUEHE,
RXERAFRK.
NRIFRR T HE,

Planting the rice seedlings in the fields,
you catch the reflection of the sky in
the water when you lower your head.

As you move backwards sowing, you
are actually progressing forward.

SOwW

76 x 28 cm
Watercolour on paper, 2023



PROSPERITY AND PROGRESS

37 x56 cm
Watercolour on paper, 2023

Rz, mkg,
%-JH\IJ*/ Ny
AT,

FH KR,
BEIKER,

SENFEH

SIR STAMFORD RAFFLES

56x37cm
Watercolour on paper, 2023

It is the nature of people,

when they are hungry, to strive for food;

when they are labouring, to strive for speed;

when they are suffering hardship, fo seek enjoyment;
when they are in a state of humiliation, to strive for honour;
when they are living, fo seek gains;

and when they are facing death, to seek legacy.
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(Dean’s List) from the University of Western Australia in 2003. In 2012, he gave
up his corporate career to fulfil his childhood promise to become a professional
artist.
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was presented to US President Barack Obama.
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