a lradition?
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Tradithon: the passing down of oEmms of
bezbits from generation oo goneraton.

Codurnibiy Riverkeepers foundcers bolieeed
trat 3 thoncugh desnup of the Harford
Muclear She ws essomnlal o probect
people’s healdh and the Columbilz Fiver.
O predecessor group, Columbda Fiver
Urited, formied in 1987, dhe year thee U5,
gowvemiments misson a1 Hanford dranged Som pluaoniem
prodiction o cheanup Snoe that dime, dhe oustorn of
wtencating Tor Hardoed cleanup wes passec down, year afner
vear, and remaired at the forefront of our work,
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Yioas cowikd s2y trat we harve a crecdition e at Rbeskoeener, a
radition of tirchess sdheacacy for Mardoed dearup,

Wizt doees I e T STy o ko — b plok g the bag
VOUT predie Cesuors packed 2nd condnue 1o cairy it forsand?
Hove do you pick up that bag when i oo impessitly
hiawey to i ? How do ywoia a0d vour own cominbudont

A legacy of this coumny s insatiab ke military industrizl complex
wred s podal diseegand for the sacned spaoes of indigenous
poeople. Harford is a behoemonh. The somichy and cuaintity
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of comtzmingtion set i apar fom other cleanup sbes
reaning that adwnoacy presents a unique, dalienging and
rrit-generatioral etfor devoid of mary vitible "siccemes”
Orentimes. working on Hanfond advocacy me ans corsincing
dallcs that we can acoually do something abour the problem
Lucky foe mry ok, Riverkespers adinion of aoocacy over
the last 20 vears prosdces plemy of examples of how people
Fave dranged the oourse of S, withoum winidh Hanlond
ekl be 3 drastically Sfferent, mone dangeeous plaoe.

I like 1 remind peapke chat without their colectve wices,
wories, actions, and adament commitment 1o halding
arane and Tederal Govenimonts aooouirabie over the ywears,
Fiserikpeper and our allies would nevey have acoomplished
the folicsing:

= Blocked several propos2ls to make Harderd a cumping
ground for Greaver Than Chass C radiocie waste and
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= Coiveineced thie LS. Emsdronmaental Peotecton Agency
(EPAI D inve s in groundwalor reatmen, which ked toa
rrasskee pumip-and-meat syem than seed bilions of
galiers of groundwaner and remased tons of o and
rrcioactve pollution bedoee i reachied the Columbia
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» Persaded EPA and the LS Department of Erengy
[Ereercyy] w0 address oo hesyesdent chromium
oontaminzton, whidh was upweling inoo oritical
salmon hatitat rea decornemissiened  plutordum
e aCinrs. imnes pon se o our ool kectiee public pressuee,
R 2l Brengy stamed cleanup with ceon cigs mea
e Cilumbia, recucing the amcuns of chicmium
eritesting the rhe

» Succesiully dhalienged Peesidon: Tramgs peoposa
to shrirk the Handom Reach Nathonal Nororsent,
o peoposal that would ke degraded the Roachs
nanurad, culiural, tribal, g fisherics resources

« Gatered ove 200 peopke2long theHanfond Reach o
aday o celebre the memory and egacy of Yakama
Madon kader Cv. Fussel &moand b esaraoedinary
conorinkon b the desnup of Hanlomd. Bozr ddes,
shared monies, food, dance, and song cozlesced o
remind people that Yauama Madon cals dhis aea
tredr hame and that eeeryone has o fght oo a clean
aind safe Colurnbia Rieei

Flashback 1o the event last summer horaring Do K.
I 5 on the rocks, watching the wasuzlly shoe, glassy

current of the Codumibis. | see children tossing rocks
it thae riveer, squealing with unabashed glee as thiy
splath in the cold weaner. From the shade, clders sk back
wabching thaem. Mot far 2wy, a group of people. kands
2 kzleidosoope of codors, paint. Lysghter engpts behing
mie and bits of scatiered conversation foat tovwands the
waber on the kot alvernoor wing. As | = hene, | think
ainout how the gererations before me fought o keep
2 protect this anea, this omelang, so that we can sht
hiere today and Dreathe iz allir
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it means picking up the bag 2nd recognizing that i
heasy Becaiae it is Slled nof anly with sechacks and
diszppoinomer, but alse with victories, unicy, and a
commiment. You and | cam Chodas o Carry on The
radition of fighting for a deanup of Hanfoed than
procects 3l peopde, planas, arimals, salmon, 2id the
Columbia River.
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YEARS OF

VICTORIES!




